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BY MARIE MARTIN 

It's datura -the mind
numbing, blinding drug that 
no-one has anything good to 
say about - even druggies. 

few hours to many months. 
They include: 
e extremeaudio, visual and 

tactile hallucinations 
• blurred vision and tempo 

rary blindness 
• rapid heart beat, nausea 

and extreme disorientation 
e loss of memory and body 

control 
e extreme drying and irrita 

tion of the mouth, throat, 
eyes and urinary tract. 

Now the cops are worried 
publicity surrounding the brutal 
death of 14-year-old Jeff 
Whittington will see teenagers 
dicing with datura. Whittington 
is believed to have taken the 
drug just hours before he was 
beaten to death in an inner city • tum to p3 
alley. 

The experts say the side ef- • 
fects of the drug can last from a 

Datura user 
speaks out p3 

The demon drug - tumescent 

I • 

the only 
~udent 
z-. . id 

Young revellers in Glover Park, Wellington 
City. They did not wish to be identified. 

MEAN STREETS 
' - 1 

TEXT: MATT RILKOFF / PHOTOS: HANNAH ZWARTZ 

On a Friday night in central Wellington which 
included two violent assaults, we had a look at 
what's happening on the streets. 

WET BLOOD still glis
tens on the ground. The flap
ping of police tape breaks the 
silence that now envelopes 
Frank Kitts Park. A 14-year
old boy has just been attacked 
and beaten for his cap. Miss
ing two teeth and suffering 
concussion, security guards 
found him stumbling through 
Civic Square. It 's regular Fri-

day night action, the sort made 
infamous by the murder of 
Jeff Whittington and the beat
ing of Thomas Birch; 

Our night on the street 
started two hours earlier on 
James Smith Corner at 
9.30pm. Two young girls, 
arms folded ineffectually 
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BONGS AWAY BABY!!! 
PETER THORLEY 

If you want to buy a bubble pipe 
or a water bong, you'd better get 
in before the prices go up - trad
ing marijuana paraphernalia is 
soon to be illegal. 

The Ministry of Health is to issue 
a Gazette Notice to prohibit the im
portation and supply of cannabis uten
sj]s under the Misuse of Drugs Act 
1975 . They propose a trans ition pe
riod of three 

Matthew A llen, 
says the transition 
period "isn't cast 
in concrete." 

" The pub lic 
notice asked for 
feedback on the 
length of the tran
sition period, 
three months has 
b e e n 
proposed . . .clearly 
from t he feed
back we're get
ting so far, retail-

months, beginning 
the end of June, 
before the notice 
comes into ef
fect. 

Retailers are 
upset they will 
lose their busi-

"It's not going to stop us 
selling pipes and bongs 
- it just means we'll 
have to sell them in 
different ways." 

nesses and some believe that three 
months is not enough time to sell re
maining stock. 

Sarah Ahem, owner of Euphoria 
said, "I've probably got about $15,000 
worth of stock, which in three months 
will become redundant and compared 
to others, I'm not badly off." 

"Several other retailers and my
self spoke with the Ministry a couple 
of weeks ago. We asked for compen
sation but I doubt there will be any." 

Ministry of Health senior analyst, 

ers don't consider 
it is [enough] . So 
that ' s an issue 
we'll provide in
formation to the 
Ministers on." 

Hempstore employee, Joseph 
Cornwell, said the Government's 
action is motivated by the election 
later this year. "It's not going to stop 
us selling pipes and bongs - it just 
means we'll have to sell them in 
different ways." 

Out on the town - 4, 19 

He said it's hypocritical to remove 
harm-reducing paraphernalia from the 
public. "Even Select Health Commit
tees have agreed water bongs are a 
much better way of smoking, regard
less of whether it's illegal or not," he 
said. 

Bouncer Babe - 20 

Find all the star signs 
scattered through36 
saucy pages, send in the 
answers on the back of 
an envelope and be in to 

--~.- .... 

win 

Five FAB pages of film More city tales by the 
14 - 18 boys from the sticks - 23 - _;· · ... .. .. 

Great Kiwi Party.Get 
your rocks off - 24 

"There are conflicting views on 
this, some of the literature suggests 
that it [a water bong] can cause 
greater harm than good by enabling 
the drawing down deeper into the 
lungs of potentially harmful constitu
ents," said Allen. 

The Gazette Notice is one of the ini
tiatives of a work programme, released 
in March this year, aimed at reducing 
the harm caused by cannabis and other 
drugs, he said. 

Slurrp! How to treat your 
rubbers - 26 

Kamikaze dictator? - 28 

Ah' TS• 'l, . ~""'.!i!!l!!!!!!!!IJ 
Get wet with 4 pages of 
sports exclusives - 33-36 • 
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SHOCKING 
DATURA 
ROULETTE 
MAGNETO EXCLUSIVE 

BY BERNIE NAPP 

The secrets of the horror 
drug plant Datura revealed 
- in an exclusive interview 
with Magneto 

A trip on Datura is like Russian 
roulette, said Delilah (not her real 
name), a student at Wellington Poly
technic. 

everywhere, she said. 
"Palmerston North is rife with 

kids using drugs. They are bored 
with nothing to do, they want to im
press their friends - Datura's an ex
cuse to get wasted." 

When she later left Palmerston 
North for university in Christchurch, 
she broke the habits of her teenage 
years. "I'm glad I did all that. I un
derstand what it's all about now. I 
know what Datura does to you." 

"Just after we "My advice is 
first took it, I felt light stay away from it. 
in the legs and I think there 's not 
bounced around a enough known 
lot," says Delilah. about it." 
"Then the effects Fucked 
started taking over - U 
you lose your mind, .YQ 
you go insane." Because of the 

Naked rough and ready 
" . boiling method of 
People think preparing the 

they are pl~ces they plant, there is no . 
are not. Police found way of knowing 
~ne guy down?~ the how strong it is. 
nver, naked, b1tmg a "Every time we 
tree . Another was had it it was a dif-
found, again naked, fere;t brew. It 

~!king.to his leather Police found one guy was like a game of 
Jacket m downtown . Russian roulette " 
Palmerston North " down by the rlVer, "O . . · ne time we 

"Datura is not naked, biting a tree. were so fucked 
even a nice drug. It's 
not like any other 
drug I've taken," said Delilah. 

She would know. Since leaving her 
home in Palmerston North at 14, she 
has also tried acid (LSD), mushrooms, 
hashish, speed, amphetamines, co
caine, ether, heroin, opium poppies, 
and San Pedro cactus. 

"There's not much I've not had
though I'm not proud of it." 

Garden weed 
So why take Datura? "It's free." 

Datura is basically a garden weed 
with easy to recognise trumpet
shaped white flowers. It grows 

up, we couldn ' t 
move ... no way you could under
stand reality." 

Fear and Loathing 
It's hard to explain freaking out 

to someone who's never done it, she 
says. But the film "Fear and loathing 
in Las Vegas" with Johnny Depp as 
a journalist on psychedelic drugs is a 
good start. 

"The next day after you have had 
Datura you can't read anything, your 
vision is blurred. I couldn't tell what 
time it was on my watch. I couldn' t 
read the dial on my radio." 

Was she scared? "Fuck yeah." 

Magneto has run these pictures in order to facilitate the 
recognition and eradication of this noxious plant. 
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FRY YOUR NOODLE 
From Page 1 

In the words of one ex-datura user 
"you go loony for a while and if you 
getreal unlucky you'll go blind or die". 

Murray Porter, Detective Sergeant 
for the National Drug Intelligence 
Bureau, says publicity surrounding 
Whittington's death could increase the 
interest school kids have for the death 
drug. He says it is so dangerous that 
experienced druggies won' t even go 
near it. 

Incredibly there are no laws against 
growing datura. 

The shrubs' large fragrant trum
pet-shaped flower and attractive foli-

age has made it a popular garden spe
cies. Information about the exact lo
cation of the drug circulates freely 
among Wellingtons' drug underworld. 
Magneto has been told the drug is 
growing in a city council park and has 
even been found in the grounds of a 
hospital. 

It is extremely easy to access con
sidering the simple method of process
ing the plant into a drug. 

Death by datura results from heart 
or respiratory failure. The drug is dan
gerous partly because dosage is im
possible to control. 

Astonishingly, the country's top 
drug watchdogs seem to be in a bit of 

a haze about teenagers using the death 
drug. The NZ Drug Foundation has 
information, but is not involved in any 
campaigns to deter use. 

Spokesperson for DARE (Drug 
Abuse Resistance Education), Julie 
Seymour said she is prepared to edu
cate kids about datura but "has had 
little requests from schools to talk 
about it'' . 

Datura is the deadly cousin of the 
tomato and potato, also belonging to 
the same family as deadly nightshade, 
used in medieval witchcraft. The fa
tal weed has at least 15 species, which 
are rampant in South America. 

PHOTO: HANNAH HODSON 

Lusty Leon's luscious lats ... 
Magneto's Page Three boy this month is hunky bodybuilder Leon Moriarty, 
23. He doesn't have a girlfriend but is "always looking". He is putting his 
car!3er first. While working part-time at the Wellington Polytechnic gym, 
Leon nurses his "addiction" to pumping iron and improving his physique. 
Like he needs to! What does Leon think of having such a spunky, hunky 
bod? Ever-modest Leon says; "It's just the way I've developed ... " 
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Drunken str 
of Well·ington conti.n 
From Page One 

Helen and Kylie are 14 and 15 respec
tively. Helen tells us she's on the streets 
twenty-four seven. "That's 24 hours a day, 
everyday," she says. 

Kylie informs us.the streets are controlled by 
Black Power. "The Mongrel Mob's gone. We're 
all whanau here, they're all my bros," she says, 
talking of the people she spends her nights with. 
The night ends at 12.30am with the last bus to 
Kilbirnie, where she lives-with her parents, her 
other family. 

Helpful directions take us to a dark Glover's, 
or "Sniffer's" Park, where Thomas Birch was 
severely beaten four weeks ago. The solitary light 
in the park no longer works. We barely see the 
shadowy group standing off to the side. Mistaken 
for Jehovah Witnesses when we approach, we 
are subjected to an exaggerated welcome and 
religious jokes. 

weed and beer 

"We've all got homes here," says a young girl 
with a blond bob cut who refuses to give her name, 
"Except those two and maybe that guy" . 

Blond Bob-Cut continues: "We just come here 
to smoke weed and have a drink. This is my first 
time here". 

She says she knew JeffWhittington - she used 
to go round to his house. 

"You know that alley where he was killed, 
my friend coma'd out in the same place the 
week after." 

How old are they? One girl says 19 though it 
is hard to believe. Another guy says he's 22 but a 
story later and he's only 20. Old enough to be out 
though - older than the people he is with. 

Three of the guys talk openly and pose for 
photos. "Just get our names right," one says. "I'm 
LoKash, that's Fatal and the guy with the board -
Pedro." 

. Before we leave they direct us to Lombard 
Carpark where one wall has been 
"bombed" with spray paint in memory of 
Terry Harrison who died in a Wainuiomata 
house fire on May 30. He was just 13-years
old, but was well known on the street. 
Someone mentions it must have been sui
cide. Someone else tells them to shut up. 

The carpark is veiled in nervousness. 
Moviegoers file past the MMB 's (Manners 
Mall Bitches and Bros, the label they give 
themselves) occupying the carpark foyer. 
We find the wall dedicated to Terry, a 
flower of colour among concrete stems. We 
are told the manager of the building bought 
the paint, $350 worth. 

per before, the "New Zealand Times". 

"I was the most notorious tagger in Gisbome, 
Kaz, it was everywhere and they never caught 
me. Now I've moved here and I'm Rogue," he 
says pointing to a twisted scrawl on the wall. 

Suddenly a yell from the alley sends the 
group running - cops are coming. The group 
disappears, car alarms marking their es
cape. 

It is quiet now. We move on to Manners Mall 
where a number of police have appeared. "Un
derage drinking," says a woman constable. I ask 
her name but she directs me to her Sergeant. 
Before we can talk to him a TV3 camera crew 
approach and he withdraws. "I want to be on 
TV, put me on TV, put me on TV," demands 
a dreadlocked boy on the steps of Burger King. 

We walk through Civic Square.It isalso 
deadly quiet. We cross the Sea Bridge and see 
a group sitting on top of the Lagoon Hill. Eight 
twenty-somethings playing Spin the Bottle. ex
cept the bottle is an empty scorched almond 
packet. It works just as well. As we leave a boy 
and girl stand and kiss. It's the rules. 

"You won't remember our faces will 
you?" one girl asks in mock embarrass
ment. 

At Frank Kitts Park the police tape attracts 
our attention. A security guard asks us to move 
on but he hangs around to talk. Two other guards 

"Remember 
me," she 

says," rm 
here twenty 
four seven -
that means 

every day 
and every 

night" 

111 '
' .·. 

> 

L 

Tanya, 17,· of Newtown. She's 
starting a course in July some time, 
in what and where she doesn't 
know. 

join us. We learn that we have just missed (or avoided) 
an assault on a 14-year-old boy. He lost two teeth - to a 
group of youths wanting his cap. It makes the front-page of 
next days Dominion and Evening Post. 

"It gets pretty toey around here on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights," says one of the security guards. The other 
agrees, gnawing at his fingers in a show of unspoken nervous
ness. 

Cuba Mall is virtually empty now, a busker providing a lonely 
soundtrack with his saxophone. A few steps away another 

lonely busker 

bus~er dances to his own Walkman
supplied beat. 

Three girls sit quietly sipping from 
their mineral water bottles. No alcohol 
they say, only orange juice. 

Sarah, Jess and Cara are seventh 
formers at Wellington High. Mark, a 
friend, joins them. Their sedate smiles 
contrast with the excited tension of the 
kids at Sniffers Park. They are waiting 
for the last bus home. It's coming soon. Kylie and her group appear. "There's 

been a fight in the group," she says, but the 
intricacies of it are quickly lost. We ask if 
we could take their photo. They forget their 
differences and within moments there's 
about six kids with us by the wall. One boy 
jumps on top of the wall and starts tagging. 

"We're all Black Power Youth," he 

Sarah, Jess, Cara and Mike - Wellington High seventh formers - occupy 
a lonely seat in Cuba Mall. It's 12.30pm, cold and threatening to rain, the 
girls sip orange juice from their mineral water bottles. Their relaxed 
demeanour is in stark contrast to excited MMB's in Manners Mall. 

The witching hour is half way 
through. As we walk up Cuba Mall we 
see 14-year-oldHelen again. "Remem
ber me," she says. "I'm here twenty 
four seven, that means everyday and 
every night." 

says. Later he boasts he's been in the pa- ------------------------------
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MINO·RS PROVING 
A MAJOR PAIN 

The mixture of young people and alcohol is in the headlines again. Aroha Fleming 
takes a look at the law and the problems it can create. 

Trying to get a handle on alcohol 
laws is enough to give you a hango
ver. Here's a random sample of some 
offences under the Sale ofLiquor Act: 

It is an offence to serve spirits 
in a container bigger than 500ml. 
That means you can't ask for a jug of 
gin and tonic but nothing in the law 
stops you asking for seven nips of gin 
and a dash of tonic. 

A manager/licensee can be 
fined up to $5000 for allowing a per
son to become intoxicated or serving 
an intoxicated person, but there is no 
definition of being drunk. 

Next time you think about 
buying alcohol for your underage bud
dies waiting outside the bottle store, 
think again. This could land you a 
$1000 fine. 

Even people working with the 
law can find it frustrating. Acting 
SergeantAndre Qowalczyk says the 
Sale of Liquor Act is a "confusing 
piece oflegislation." 

Inspectors of the District Licens
ingAuthority, who enforce the act with 
the police, can find the law unwieldy. 

Inspector Joanne Burt says the 
powers of the authority are limited if 
they suspect someone is underage. 
"We have to go through the manager 
to get them to show I.D. The police 

have to do the prosecution." 

The law in relation to minors is 
complicated by the different licences 
that an establishment may have. A 
premises may have a 'supervised' li
cence and serve food which allows 18-
year-olds to be there. 

It can further be complicated be
cause it is possible that on some 
premises with more than one bar, there 
may be different age limits for each 
bar. So an accompanied 18-year-old 
may be able to drink in one part of 
a bar but not in another. 

Patrolling bars also puts a strain on 
resources. "It's difficult in the sense 
that we don't get around to bars 
enough," says Qowalczyk. 

There are also difficulties with the 
current forms of identification. If po
lice suspect someone is underage, they 
give them a warning before trying to 
contact a relative to verify their age. 
Sergeant Qowalczyk says this can be 
"very time consuming." 

He would like to see better identi
fication introduced. A form of photo 
I.D with a bar-code or hologram that 
couldn't be tampered with would be 
ideal. 

It is up to managers and bar staff 
to ensure patrons are the right age. 

If publicans are unsure if a person 

is over 20, they have two options. 
They can refuse to serve a person or 
they can ask them to sign an age dec
laration form. 

Publicans can still be prosecuted 
if minors are found on the premises. 

If an underage person signs this 
form and is found to be lying, they are 
committing an offence by supplying 
false informa4_on. 

Owner of the Woolshed, Brendon 
Harris, says they give a stamp to peo
ple who have shown them I.D. That 
way, the police know that the bar had 
seen some identification. 

"The drivers licences are use
less at the moment because they 
could be borrowed from an older 
brother or sister," he says. 

Manager of Robbie Bums Bottle 
Store, Allan Green says quite often 
minors will be in the carpark trying to 
get somebody to go into the store for 
them. In this situation they refuse to 
serve the customer, and have some
times had to call the police. 

In this situation, if the staff witness 
a transaction taking place they are li
able for a fine as well as the person 
buying the alcohol. There are excep
tions though. A parent, guardian or 
spouse may purchase liquor for a mi
nor. 

ACS Celeron 333 :tv1J\/[X 
Free connection to Cyberscape Internet Services with 1 month 

unlimited access 
Available only in Wellington Free calling area 

System Sp ecific ation s 
ATX Case 
Intel Celeron 333 CPU 
64MB PC-100 
15' Leo Monitor 
8MB AGP Onbo ard Video 
Quantum 4.3 Hard Drive 
56k V90 Modem 
PCI Sound Card 
36 Speed CD-ROM 
Aus :MES-VM Motherboard 
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Windows 95 Keyboard 
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Microsoft Internet Explorer 5. 0 

Up grade Options 
Pentium II- 35 0 
IDM Deskstar 

Add $219 
14GB Add $265 

Cops clamp down on 
cheap good times in city 

AROHA FLEMING 

Police and the District Licensing 
Authority are getting tough on happy 
hours in the city's bars. 

"People are encouraged to con
sume as much as they can in a fairly 
short time period, which leads to in
toxication and bad behaviour," says 
Licensing Sergeant Geoff Logan. 

Police are concerned about the link 
between alcohol and crime. Latest 
statistics show that 50 per cent of all 
crimes are committed by people un
der the influence of alcohol. 

Police say happy hours and 
other cheap drink promotions go 
against the principles of host 
responsibility. 

Host responsibility is a range of 
strategies aimed at reducing liquor 
abuse. It involves offering food, low 
and non-alcoholic drinks as al
ternatives, dealing effectively with mi
nors and intoxicated patrons, and pro
viding safe transpoi:t options. 

"Licensees are out there to make 
money, but when they apply for their 
licence they're saying they' II abide by 
the sale of liquor act, and we're here 
to make sure that they do that." says 

Aries 

Sergeant Logan. 
Letters have been sent to bars 

discouraging the promotions, and po
lice have increased the patrolling of 
bars. 

Licensing Inspector Joanne Burt 
says that since the letters have been 
sent, two bars have stopped drink pro
motions. 

Police can apply for the cancella
tion or suspension of a licence. "It can 
hit them a lot harder than what these 
$10,000 or $20,000 fines do," says 
Sergeant Logan. 

The Southern Cross Tavern has a 
cocktail night and discounted drinks for 
regulars. But manager Gary Clarke 
says they don't offer half price drinks 
because it encourages binge drinking 
and damages the image of the place. 

The Woolshed has happy hours on 
weekdays from 4-8 p.m. Owner 
Brendon Harris says the market out 
there is "pretty competitive" and it is 
a good way of getting people into the 
bar. 

He thinks cheap drink promotions 
have their place, as long as they are 
monitored properly. "We don't want 
the situation where there are drunk 
people fighting. The police come 
around regularly which is good." 

March 21-Aprill9 

The airy-fairy convention is on this 
month and you will have a ball. Watch 
out for that wizard or witch who will 
try to crash the party. Put Tinkerbell 
on steroids, and make her guard the 
door. 

Internet Access 
Email 
Office Applications 
Printing 
Multiplayer Garnes 

$9 per Hour 

Specials 

AMD K6-II 30 0 
AMD K6-II 35 0 
32MB SDRAM PC100 
64MB SDRAM PC100 
Fujitsu 3. 2GB HID 
Fujitsu 8.4GB HID 

$ 163 
$193 
$86 
$128 
$252 
$369 
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MICROCHIPPED MUTTS 
robo-dogs on the way in? 

- are Will your secrets be a 
safe as your sex? I 

CALEB HULME-MOIR 

A microchip could save your dog's life in the near 
future. New technology means that a microchip 
can be implanted under a dog's skin, scanned, 
and the owner identified from a database within 
a matter of minutes. 

GINA DEMPSTER 

Rachel Green, animal services 
manager for Auckland City Council, 
said that since March, 17 dogs from 
the Auckland pound which were 
adopted into new homes, have been 
"chipped". 

There will be a loss of patient 
confidentiality when Capital Coast 
Health stops running its sexual 
health clinic, says Wellington Poly
technic Nurse Mary Khalil. 

Half the patients Khalil refers 
to the sexual health clinic go there 
to prevent having sexual issues' 
being listed on their general file. Last year, 2458 dogs were im

pounded in Auckland, and nearly 40 
percent of them were euthanised. 

Vets charge $50 to $70 to inject the 
chip with a Jong hypodermic needle. 

Upper Hutt City Council recently 
voted against introducing chips be
cause of the cost. 

Dr Raymond Lord, an Upper Hutt 
veterinarian, said that it was short
sighted. He said that chipping over
seas had cut dog impounding costs by 
half. 

But do some people find this level 
of tracking sophisticat~on scary? 
Spokesman fortheAuckland Council 
for Civil Liberties, Phil Recordon, said 
that micro-chipping did bring up some 
wider issues in people's minds, but that 
"obviously the rights of animals and 
humans are different". 

"You will always get those con
cerned that the next step will be hu
mans", said Mr Te brake. ' 'I think thatls 
a little way off." 

Wellington SPCA spokesperson, 
Hans Kriek, said that introducing chips 
did not deal with the problem "The 
ones that do stray, tend to be owned 
by more irresponsible people. They 
have no ID, no matter what." 

She says that under the new sys
tem, this confidentiality won't be 
possible because patients won't go 
to a clinic but will be treated by 
GPs. 

A medical centre will be avail
able for those wanting specialist or 
after hours treatment. 

The new providers are a group 
ofGPs called the Wellington Inde
pendent Practice Association 
(WISPA), who take over at the end 
of the month. 

Sexual health treatment, which 
has been free up until now, will cost 
for those without a community 
services card. This could affect stu
dents, said Khalil. "Any increase in 
charges is going to put students 
off," she said. 

Health promoter from the 
sexual health clinic, Forrest C~am-

Making Safer 
Sex Sensational/ 

Sensational - but at 
what cost? 

bers, said that three-quarters of 
patients with sexually transmitted 
diseases are already dealt with by 
GPs. 

In his eyes it makes sense to 
"develop their skill because they're 
doing it any way". 

Forrest said the new service 
will mean that pregnancy tests, 
emergency contraceptives and 
counselling will be able to be com
bined with sexual health. 

Polytech spoon does good 
Wellington Polytech Industrial De

sign student, Rob Burns, has reached 
the finals of the 91

h International De
sign Competition. 

Mr Burns designed a 'smart' 

International 
acclaim 

spoor which he has called "taste 
buds". The spoon is able to detect 
impurities on contact. 

The competition is based in Japan 
::mrl ::ittr::tdP.rl 1 0/iQ P.ntriP.s 

Wellington Polytechnic 
Students Services Trust 

Cash strapped 
opera singer 

Opera singer Wendy Design graduate, Daryl 
Robinson is holding a fundraising Neil, has been shortlisted for 
concert with the the 1999 Braun Prize in Ger
Conservatorium ofMusic at St many. Mr Neil is one of 54 
Andrews on the Terrace., on entries to be shortlisted. 

Beat Girls BlisH 

out 

The Beat Girls (minus 
Erica from Popstars Truebliss) 
have brought their new show, 
It's My Party, to Wellington's 
Circa theatre. 
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July 2 at 7 .30pm His design of a four-wheel The show, which is running 
until June 26, revisits the 
swinging 60s featuring covers 
of swingsters such as the 
Beach Boys, Nancy Sinatra 
and even Ray Columbus. 

Miss Robinson, a recent farm bike, called fill Enquad, 
Music graduate from Welling- will be on show at the Braun 
ton Polytech, has won a schol- Prize exhibition. The exhibi
arship to study at the Royal tion will open in Kronberg, 
College ofMusic in London. Germany, on June 17, 1999, 

However, she still needs to where the prize-winners will be Tickets are $19 and $25 . 
raise $60,000 for living costs. announced. 

Stru-t your stuff on 
new channel 7 

ANNA HURST 

A new local television sta
tion hit Wellington screens for 
the first time last week. 

Channel 7's station manager 
David Ross hopes a third of the 
programming will come from 
Wellington. "We want new, 
fresh stuff instead of just copy
ing the networks. We're hop
ing for a range including sports, 
the arts and campus pro
grammes." 

Overseas material will oc
cupy the other two-thirds of air
time, with news and sports re-

ports, documentaries and mu- trusive as possible, with none 
sic. Ross said that Channel 7 . interfering with programmes. 
would devote as much airtime He hopes-to allocate eight min
as possible to access or "com- utes an hour to advertise
munity participation" pro- ments. 
grammes, provided they meet Ross is a former Radio NZ 
the standards. More than 30 journalist while the managing 
submissions have been re- director, Gary Watson, is also 
ceived from people and groups managing director ofMainland 
who wish to air pro- Television in Nelson. 
grammes. The station is undergoing a 

A unique feature of Chan- "gradual launch" with over
nel 7 is its advertising status. seas programming screening 
Holding a non-commercial Ii- already and more local con
cence entitles the station to tent being shown in the com
advertise in order to cover ing weeks. Anew transmitter 
costs. However, Ross wants should provide reception 
the advertising to be as unob- throughout the region. 
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Massey merger 
means more room 
needed at the inn 

CHRIS HOLM 

Massey University's Wellington 
campus could need an extra 700 
rooms over then next ten years, as 
new students flood into the capital af
ter the Massy-Wellington Polytechnic 
Merger. 

Wellington Polytechnic Deputy 
Registrar Liam Halpin, estimates this 
number from the projected student 
numbers the new institution is likely 
to attract in the next few years, 

Nationally around 10 per cent of 
students attending universities and 
polytechnics require their institutions 
to provide accommodation for them. 

Halpin said competition between 
students and businesses in the city 
centre have forced up student accom
modation costs to exorbitant levels. He 
said the polytechnic would try to pro-

vide more affordable housing so stu
dents can study more effectivley. 

While there are currently about 350 
cheap rooms for students around the 
capital most of these are provided by 
private enterprises and home-stays. 

Meanwhile, campus boss Bruce 
Phillipps has said he would like to re
duce transport costs for students mak
ing Massey's Wellington campus less 
ofa "commuter university". 

"We want to get accommodation 
where transport costs are zero, where 
all there is, is a tiny bit of shoe leather 
[spent going] across the road, if you 
want to go trail bike riding in the hills 
in the weekend or whatever it is that 
turns you on, that's your choice." 

TURNTOPAGE 11 FORMORE 
ON STUDENT ACCOMMODA
TION. 

PHOTO: KATE MANSON 
Polytech students Denisse Kawhe and Renee Peipi celebrated the 

merger with balloons on 26 May. Fifteen thousand helium-filled bal
loons, in Massey's traditional colours of yellow, white and blue, as 
well as user guide flyers, were handed o'ut to tell Wellingtonians abou1 
the merger. 

I 

Massey 
Board 
puzzles our 
man Dom 

PATRICK O'MEARA 

Student president Dominic 
Nicholls is puzzled about why stu
dents will elect someone to the 
new Massey campus board when he 
has already been voted their 
representative. 

Massey University announced 
the establishment of a campus board 
in Wellington, which will include a 
student representative. 

But Mr Nicholls questioned the 
value of another vote after the low 
tum out for the referendum on 
compulsory student association 
membership. 

"WePSA is already recognised 
by Massey University." 

He also noted that WePSA elec
tions are in September. 

A few words from our leader 
Despite this, Mr Nicholls said it 

was important students did have rep
resentation. 

Principal of Massey University 
in Wellington Bruce Phillipps agreed. 
"[It's about] students having per
spective, and what we'll be looking 
for in those people is to work with 
the student association, with student 
groups, to represent those views." 

Intrepid Magneto reporter, Patrick O'Meara, caught up 
with Massey's Wellington Campus Principal, Bruce 
Phillipps. Here's the world according to Mr Phillipps ... The board will also comprise a 

member elected by the campus 
staff. However, the final composi
tion of the board is expected to fa
vour those from outside the institu
tion. This is a deliberate move, said 
Mr Phillipps. 

BRIEFLY 
BRUCE 

MERGER COSTS 
"The merger has not been cheap 

in terms of time or money," said 
Massey University's Wellington prin
cipal Bruce Phillipps. 

Over a quarter of a million dollars 
was spent on merger legal bills, with 
other costs probably totalling around 
$400,000, according to Phillipps. 

The legal cost was due to a chal
lenge from the Association of Poly
technics and Manuwatu Polytechnic, 

. who questioned the merger's legality 
under the Education Act. 

The High Court granted an interim 
order preventing the merger until its 
legality was established. 

The Government passed the Edu
cation Amendment Act 1998 that al
lowed for tertiary institutions of dif
ferent types to merge if there were 
educational benefits. 

The merger between Massey and 
Wellington Polytechnic will take 
place on July I. It comes nearly two 
years after the parties agreed to it 
in principle. 

Phillipps said there were benefits 
from waiting for the merger to occur, 
mainly through further planning. 

IDENTITY 
There will be no loss of identity 

when Wellington Polytechnic officially 
becomes its Wellington campus on 
July 1. 

Phillipps said that the risk oflos
ing the set of values that people asso
ciated with the name of Wellington 
Polytchnic was very small. 

"That's an issue of branding," he 
said. "We are going to be called 
Massey ofWellington so that the Wel
lington link is still there." 

" We will still be talking about our 
conservatorium of music. We' ll still 
talk about our school of design so 
there'll be a subtle shift away [to the 
Massey name)." 

Phillipps said students were in
creasingly sophisticated in choosing 

Just say 
ac~c-w 

courses and the best institution. Peo
ple would know that the course did 
not change with the change in name. 

"We'll wean them off one way of 
describing something, to keep remind
ing them where the past is ... and move 
them gently to the future." 

Existing students will transfer on 
the day of the merger to being stu
dents of Massey University. From 
semester two, new students will enroll 
as Massey students. 

POLYTECH INCIS? 
Phillipps is nervous about a new 

student data system. 
He agreed that it looks good in 

theory, but points to the police com
puter system which is years overdue 
and millions over budget. 

"We don't want an lncis on our 
hands" . 

The data warehouse, which was 
announced in the budget, is designed 
to provide students with improved 
access to course information, qualifi
cations and education providers. 

STUDENT JOBS 

Tertiary institutions need to explore 
the possibility of employing students 
much like American campuses do. 
"Students get heaps of valuable ex
perience as well as income whilst 
studying on campus . .. . Many students 
have very considerable talents," said 
Phillips. 

Massey offers more flexibility in 
study options so students can work and 
study to minimise debt. 

"That means, for example, that the 
student can take five courses and one 
extramurally, to be free for work on 
Thursday and Fridays." 

He said there was evidence that 
student loans were deterring people 
from taking up higher educa
tion. 

SCHOLARSHIPS 
Massey is creating more scholar

ships. For example, Trans Alta is spon
soring scholarships for the Bachelor 
ofTechnology (Electrical). "We want 
people to come in, and if fees are an 
issue, then we'll put some scholarships 
up so that will encourage people." 

"The rationale [of the board] is 
that it gets input from the 
community. 

"Business leaders, arts leaders, 
community leaders [ will] have input 
into the university. There is a need 
to have knowledge of what that re
gion wants. 

"It's very easy for people on the 
inside to have so much detailed 
knowledge that they can start to 
dominate the group, and that isn' t the 
purpose of the exercise." 

The board is expected to com
prise the Chairperson of the Welling
ton Polytechnic Council, the Princi
pal, the Pro Vice-Chancellor( s) sited 
at the campus, an elected staff and 
student member, and four members 
appointed by the Vice-Chancellor 
and nominated by the Principal for 
their professional expertise and 
knowledge of the Wellington region. 

'-*~ 
Dinner at Olive 

educate yourself 
turn awareness into action 

I 5 I CLaBA ST 
WELLINGTON 

385-2907 or 0800 HEMPSTORE 
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• 5 nights, Tues - Sat 
• Organic Produce 
• Live Jazz Saturday 
• Thurs 8.Y.O night 

$5 per bottle corkage 

170 Cuba St Ph : 802 5266 
Licensed Cafe 

DAILY COACH SERVICES 
Wellington· Palmerston Nth - Wanganui 

- New Plymouth 
Special one way fures and discowit 
return fares available for students 

. PHONE 478 · 4734 
BIKES, FURNITURE:, SCOOTERS CARRIED 
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Heads you winz, 
tails you lose 

BY SIAN ROBINSON 

Changes in the way students' in
come is assessed this year may mean 
it is not worthwhile for students re
ceiving an allowance to work full-time 
in the mid-year break. 

The problem of not being able to 
earn more during term breaks has 
been exacerbated by the reduction in 
the amount of course costs covered 
by student loans said WePSA presi
dent, Dominic Nicholls. 

He believes a lot of students 
"wouldn't have a clue that they have 
to register [ their income] on a monthly 
basis" this year. 

g) '""" ,, 

'\,,16$."f',AC' 

Student l.,atJ~ 

This year, income will be averaged 
over four-weekly periods, rather than 
over the whole year. This means if 
more than $540.52 (4 x $135.13) is 
earned in a month, no allowance is 
received for that period. 

Aotearoa Polytechnic Students' 
Union (APSU) president, John 
Barkess, said students need to be able 
to earn more during the mid-year 
break without being penalised, to tide 
them over during the rest of the year, 
particularly for the exam period. 

Earning more than the allowable 
amount in a given month results in a 
student's allowance being cut off com
pletely for that period. 

But the "community wage" ( unem
ployment benefit) is reduced gradu
ally depending on the amount of in
come earned. 

"And how !~5. de !f"U 
him for /111'S, 81~:JS ? "' 

want 

"We've expressed our concerns 
to the Minister and with WINZ offi
cials. They acknowledge that it's an 
issue they haven't thought about." 

Student services policy advisor, 
Warren Hudson, said he can 
appreciate that students need to earn 
more during the term holidays to cover 
costs for the rest of the year. 

He said student services are 
constantly reviewing its policy, but it 
has no plans to make any changes to 
the allowable income assessment. 

Mr Hudson said the four-weekly 
system is more consistent and 
accurate than the previous method of 
averaging income over the year. 

Hudson said he doesn 't know why 
students are treated differently from 
other beneficiaries. "I'm not sure what 
the rationale is for that." 

John Barkess said this is "a 
classic example ofWINZ treating stu
dents as if they're a different class of 
society". 

As further evidence of this at-
titude, he pointed to a 1997 Income 
Support procedure manual, in which 
it says that students choose to be poor. 

He is not holding his breath until 
the Government recognises the prob
lems with the new system. "I'm sure 
with usual government efficiency 
they'll wait till people drop out of 
courses" before they do anything 
about it. 

'IOUR BAR ON CAMPUS 

.,,,,.-.-,~? {; 

NO KIDS, THANKS -
WE.RE POL YTECH 

Bringing kids onto campus is a 
big no-no according to official Poly
technic policy. 

Unless there are special circum
stances, no children under the age 
of 14 are to be on the grounds. It is 
a safety issue for the institution. 
Policy states that campus sites and 
facilities are made as safe as possi
ble for adults. No such claim is made 
for children. 

The only exceptions are if the 
child is there for a Polytechnic initi
ated reason ( open day, holiday pro
gramme) or emergency/special fam-

ilyreason. 
Polytech administration must be 

made made aware of the child's 
presence so that emergency or 
evacuation procedures can include 
the child. 

The child is the responsibility ofl 
the person who brought them onto 
campus. 

An authorised person can re
quest the child be removed from 
the premises. 

MAGNETO EXCLUSIVE! 
'Balancing baby and books' 
page 12 
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® 
Gemini 

May 21- June 20 

Someone knows too much about 
what is going on in your life. Check 
your home for hidden cameras 
and bugs. If you find any, how about 
making some home videos of your 
own - with the planter's loved one. 

~ 

"" """« 
'ED Fo·jf ORIENTATION 

WEEK l 

TO PURCHASE ALCOHOL YOU MUST BE ova 20,V 

page 8 Magneto 14 June 1999 



li'il&JgJ!fiJ@a@alJ!J@f!J!!~ 

Tertiary councils 
'going down' - Steel 

Five steps ahead, ten 
back : Budget blues for 
neglected education 

MIKE LORIGAN 

Tertiary councils may face crimi
nal charges over the voluntary/com
pulsory referenda, ifan upcoming in
quiry supports accusations made by 
National :MP Tony Steel. 

Tertiary councils 
legally responsible 

Steel 's Private Members Bill was 
responsible for the March national 
referendum on collective student 
membership, which led to two univer
sities and seven polytechnics, opting 
for voluntary membership of their stu
dent unions. Individual tertiary coun
cils were legally responsible for each 
referendum. 

Unfair campaign 
Steel has accused student unions 

ofnot pro:.dding equivalent funds for 
pro-voluntary campaigners, as the law 
required. 

"The legislation was quite specific 
on what was required, some associa
tions didn't.follow the law and they 
will have to face the consequences," 
Steel told Magneto. 

"Proof of wrongdoing" 
Now he has been backed by Stu

dent Choice, one of the pro-voluntary 

organisations, who claim they have 
proof of wrongdoing. 

Spokesperson Brian Sinclair said: 
"At Otago University the student un
ion sold a gold bracelet from the lost 
property box for $800, this money 

Tony Steel 

went straight 
into pro-col-
1 e ct iv e 
funds , we 
have the re
ceipts". 

"Clumsy 
Legisla
tion" 

Sinclair 
said that al
though the 
Bill was a 

"clumsy;' piece oflegislation, the be
haviour of some student unions was 
inexcusable. He said Student Choice, 
a national organisation, only received 
$300 in equalised funding from over 
12 student unions. 

Inadequate funding 
He cited Auckland University as 

an example of where Student Choice 
received inadequate funding from the 
pro-collective student union. 

"Auckland University's student 
union will have its books audited soon 
and then the real truth will come out." 

~TheC......, entre 

~ 

Student Parking Permits 

Desktop Computers for hourly hire 
connected to a high quality laser printer 

Laptop Computer hire 

Photoeopytng & Splr.al Binding 

Floppy disks 

Krom• Olm processing- printed on Kodak paper 

lntmlet Email & Surfing Access 

Bus Tickets 

We can colour laser print your assignment 

All at very reasonable rates 

Monday- Friday 8.30 am - 6 pm 
Saturday & Sunday Closed 
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Karen Skinner, president of the 
New Zealand Universities Student As
sociation (NZUSA) said while the 
pro-collective campaigns were well 
resourced, the money came from sup
porter and alumni donations, not the 
student union resources Mr Steel de
scribes. 

"Bad loser" 
"The person who wrote the bill ob

viously didn 't have any understanding 
of student associations," said Skin
ner, " but as for Tony Steel he 's just a 
bad loser, students didn't support his 
bill and he can't handle it" 

"Clutching for straws" 
AotearoaPolytechnics StudentAs

sociation president John Barkess de
scribes Steel's actions as clutching for 
straws. 

"I'm very disappointed that after 
all the money that has been spent on 
the referendum, the instigator now 
wants more money spent on an inves
tigation of the result" said Barkess. 

All parties involved agree that the 
bill needs amendments, but believe the 
form these will take depends on the 
general election result. 

A report from Steel's inquiry is due 
for publication in early June. 

Cancer 
June 21-July 20 
Don't go out ! ! ! 

PATRICK O'MEARA 

Criticism from education groups 
was long and damning after tertiary 
education rated barely a mention in the 
Government's May 20 budget. 

In a budget subtitled "fovesting in 
the next generation", tertiary educa
tion initiatives amounted to an extra 
$8 million to fund a new data ware
house and to monitor the financial 
health of tertiary institutions. 

New Zealand University Students 
Association co-president Karen Skin
ner said the budget did nothing to ad
dress student debt that totaled almost 
$3 billion. She said it was a further 
example of ' generation debt' missing 
out. 

Massey's Wellington principal 
Bruce Phillipps said he was disap
pointed that the budget did not address 
student fees or access to tertiary 
education. 

"It has lead to students taking 
higher education very seriously, and 
that's a positive outcome of fees but 
when you get to the point that it might 
be significantly dampening down the 
demand then I think that's very disap
pointing. And I think there's evidence 
that that is starting to happen." 

Association of University Staff 
executive director Rob Crozier said 
the Government had not restored the 
$95 million over three years it cut from 
tertiary funding after prom1smg 
to reinstate it if the economy im
proved. 

''Indeed, funding per equivalent full 
time tertiary student has been reduced 
by a further 2.2 per cent, or in dollar 
terms, from $7165 in 1998/ 
99 to $7003 in 1999/2000." 

Aotearoa Polytechnic Student's 
Union president John Barkess was 
critical of the decision to exclude stu
dents from the Parental Tax Credit. 
He said that National had once again 
failed to recognise the value of a well 
educated workforce. 

The Parental Tax Credit gives 
fulltime working parents a tax credit 
of up to $150 for eight weeks after 
the birth ofa child. 

However, Tertiary Education min
ister Max Bradford said the Govern
ment had increased tertiary subsidies 
by $155 million over three years. 

"As a result funding, per aca
demic year, has increased from 
$1 ,153 million in 1998to $1 , 185 mil
lion in 1999 and an estimated $1 ,231 

million in 2000." 
Bradford said that the budget did 

not mention the tertiary sector be
cause the Government is currently 
involved in a major review of the sec
tor as part of its Five Steps Ahead 
programme. 

The Five Steps Ahead plan aims 
to lift skills and the intellectual knowl
edge base; refine rese·arch and de
velopment; improve access to risk and 
investment capital; ensure innovation
supporting regulation and laws; and 
build a supportive culture. 

The Government has arranged a 
series of 24 regional forums to get 
feedback from the tertiary, research 
and business sectors. 

Bradford said that tertiary in
stitutions would also be able to com
pete for the $28.1 million of additional 
research and development funding to 
be spread over three years, also an
nounced in the budget. 

We are not amused, 
Victoria - Asiaweek 

PATRIC LANE 

The candles went out on Victoria Universi
ty's 100th birthday celebrations the other week 
with news the institution has taken a nose-dive 
among the rankings of Asia's best universities. 

ity education for their kids may ask themselves 
why bother spending $10,000 a year in fees for 

a second-rate degree halfway around the world? 
According to the Asiaweek rankings, 

campuses in much cheaper countries offer 
quality educations. 

The survey judged universities on five cat-

Why bother spending $10,000 a year in fees for a second 
rate degree halfway around the world? 

In this year's annual Asiaweek magazine 
survey, Victoria lurched to 6g<h place, a mere 11 
spots from bottom ranking. 

Now it is sandwiched between Universiti 
Putra Malaysia and Gadjah Mada University in 
Indonesia. 

It has been a steady decline for an institution 
that has touted itself as well placed to become 
the flagship university of New Zealand. Last 
year Victoria ranked 3g<h, the year before 27'11. 

It looks like the ship is struggling to weather 
the storms of competition. 

Victoria brushed off concerns, saying the 
ranking method used was misleading. The sur
vey gave points for how selective of students 
universities were, whereas Victoria tries to ad
mit as many students as possible. 

But the low rating may spell trouble for the 
university as it tries to attract full fee paying 
students from Asia. Parents looking for a qual-

egories: quality of students; quality of teach
ers; research output; financial resources; and a 
subjective evaluation by the universities of their 
peers. 

What about our own great 
learning instituion? 

If the news is bad about Victoria, Massey 
University does not even make it onto the list. 

Massey declined to respond to the survey, 
telling Asiaweek it is "engaged in a major re
structuring exercise." 

It is the second year in a row that Massey 
has not responded, this at a time when the sur
vey's size has increased as universities seek a 
tool to benchmark themselves against in the in
creasingly competitive tertiary environment. 
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BY MARC WEAKLEY 

Room for rent: large furnished 
bedroom in city apartment complex. 
All rooms include a double bed, 
desk, chair, telephone jack, ward
robe, and shelves. Handy to 
Polytech, Massey, the city centre, 
and McDonald's. Must be student 
- preferably first year. Only $112 
per week. 

Wellington Polytechnic and 
Massey students should keep their 
eyes on campus information boards 
for advertisements like the above from 
August. The $2.5 million, 29 apartment" 
project is located between Tasman and 
Sussex streets. Construction begins on 
July 1 and will be completed in time 
for next year's student intake. 

All units are soundproofed. Fur
nishings include; a microwave, fridge
freezer, lounge and dining suite, cook
ing utensils, l<ettle and toaster, Saturn 
and possibly Sky connections (which 
are not included in the $112 per ~eek). 
There is also a central shared laun
dry. 

Polytechnic acting registrar, Liam 
Halpin, said that for too long students 
have been subjected to sub-standard, 
non-productive living conditions. He 

\ Artists impression of the proposed $2.Sm student accomodation complex 

Jid the building of this up-market "We want to create a better cam- worth an extra 30 bucks' because they 
complex will give students more ac- pus life, that means living nearby so still haven't got the money, that's why 
commodation options. students can use the school's facili- we set a limit," said Halpin. 

ties more frequently. 
'Most students now compete for 

accommodation with wage and salary 
earners who want to live in the CBD. 
Our people have to live close to cam
pus to cut down o'n transport costs. 

"Living in this part of town is good 
if you can afford it. With students, 
the biggest boundary is the cost. You 
can't go to them and say 'but this is 

Other student accommodation in 
Wellington costs between $150-180 
per week. But this price includes some 
meals and bills. Tenants in the new 
complex will pay for their own power 

and telephone as well as for their food. 
Halpin said it will still be more eco
nomical than other hostels and more 
importantly, will provide a conducive 
study environment. 

The project is to be paid for, and 
built by, Townscape Developmen~ 
Ltd, which will then contract manage
ment to Wellington Polytechnic Enter
prises Ltd. 

"It's unique because we don't want 
to spend academic dollars on capital 
purchases," said Halpin. 

He hopes the project will be suc
cessful so other private investors will 
realise the potential in housing students 
in good accommodation, prompting 
investment in similar projects. 

How do I apply for one? 

You can apply as an individual or 
as a group for a whole unit. Prefer
ence will be given to first year and 
international students. Keep an eye 
on school notice boards. There should 
be a show unit ready in August. 

How long are the leases? 

The leases are for one year and 
will run until the end of January, so 
students with jobs can stay in the city. 

Jazz goes 
country 

Airwaves roll to an up-tech beat 

BY SARAH GREGORY 

Jazz tutor Matthew Mitchell has 
been awarded a $5000 grant from 
Creative New Zealand for a national 
tour of his jazz trio. 

The trio consists of Mitchell on 
guitar and sitar; Polytech jazz head 
Paul Dyne on bass; and Richard 
Cranson on drums, a former student 
of the jazz conservatorium who now 
teaches in the department. 

The Extrapolation trio is part of a 
creative music group that Mr Mitchell 
has been working with for the last 2 
years. 

The trio will perform in 16 centres 
from Invercargill to Whangarei dur
ing October, performing in Wellington 
at the International Jazz festival. Their 
evening performances will mainly be 
in art gallery auditoriums and a few 
theatres, as well as one or two jazz 
clubs. They will also perform in 
schools or take workshops in some 
centres. 

Jazz guitarist Matthew 
Mitchell entertains at Olive 

as it varies from night to night. "We 
are all jazz musicians and I have a 
large grounding in Indian classical 
music andAfrican music, and Rick the 
drummer has a large grounding in Af
rican music so it's a mixture of all 
those elements." 

"My personal belief is that you can 
play anything to people regardless of 
their own preferences and if it's re
ally well played, good quality and sin
cere then they'll love it. We've had 
country music fans coming up and 
saying that's great," he said. 

Mitchell is currently completing the 
The grant from Creative New Zea- 'top-up' requirements to tum his per

land will ensure the success of the tour formance jazz diploma into a degree. 
said Mitchell. "The $5000 is like an 
underwriting to make sure that we get 
paid for the tour rather than living out 
of the back of a truck like some pre
vious tours that I have done". 

The trio is currently recording a 
CD, which the tour will be support
ing. A CD of the extended Extrapola- 1 
tion ensemble will be finished in a few 

1 weeks. The Extrapolation trio per-
Mitchell said it is difficult to de- forms at Olive Cafe on Cuba Street 

scribe the music t~at the group plays on Saturday nights from 8pm. 
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Magneto reporter Peter Thorley gets the low down on the new student radio station 
soon to hit the air. 

A new radio station is set to begin 
broadcastini from polytech, and the 
organiser says it will not 'sell out' like 
student radio stations have in the past. 

Station manager Matt Davies said 
they are aiming at a format that is at
tractive and ~elevant to students. 

information to the whole school," he 
said. 

The station will promote student 
events and will seek to encourage a 
greater campus identity. It will also 
give students an opportunity to become 
involved in running a radio station. 

The station will be broadcast on a 
low level on the FM band, so it doesn't 
have to be licensed. But there is a 
catch - the 300 mw transmitter will 
only cover an area about two km in 
radius from the polytech. 

The official starting date will be on 
July 19 and the station will broadcast 

The station is funded by the stu
dents association and staffed by vol
unteers, so it doesn't have to rely on 
the commercial model. 

Davies is setting up the station as on FM 88.0 - 88.5. 

"Because there are so many sat
ellite campuses at tech, lots of students 
don't ever come to the main campus. 
The station's another tool for getting 

a non-commercial operation, but does 
not discount the idea that future stu
dents might take the station further. 

"My job is to get it up and running, 
if someone later on wants to take it to 
the next step, then good on them." 

Legal grads take top hons 

BY ELLEN DAVIES 

Three ofWellington Polytechnic's 
Legal Executive graduates topped 
New Zealand in their examinations, 
it was announced at a recent awards 
ceremony. 

Deborah Hislop, top student in 
the graduating class, also got the 
highest mark nation-wide in the 
Business Law and Practice exami
nation. Kaye Butler came first in the 
Estates Law and Practice exam, 
while Catherine Urlich won the prize 
for Introduction to Legal Systems. 

Ms Hislop praised the Welling-

ton Polytechnic course, accrediting 
it with her recent promotion at legal 
firm Gillespie Young Watson, to the 
dual role oflegal executive and ad
ministration manager. 

Guest speaker at the awards cer
emony was Alliance MP Phillida 
Bunkie. She spoke highly of the pro
gramme, endorsing the insight it 
gives into the way society works at 
a time when political apathy is wide
spread. 

Bunkie encouraged the gradu
ates to make their voices heard to 
MPs on issues such as the building 
of casinos, and said she endeavours 
to "uphold the community's right to 
participate and have a say". 

The station is offering a $100 prize 
if you can come up with its name and 
can design a poster with a logo for 
the station. 

If you want to enter the competi
tion or are interes.ted in helping out at 
the station, contact WePSA. 

Leo 
July 24 -August 23 

This is not a good month for 
Leos to spend time in the seedier 
parts of town, as a crack-down 
could lead to exposure of the 
most intimate kind. So either 
wear good underwear or make 
sure you have a pad and pen in 
hand, so you can say you are 
there for research purposes. 
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Balancing baby and books 
SARAH HENRY 

For most students, just managing 
to take responsibility for themselves 
is hard enough, without having to main
tain the health and welfare of some
one else. 

Twenty-two year old nursing stu
dent Runa Kapinga was 17 when she 
came home and announced to her 
parents that she was pregnant. 

They were understandably upset, 
but agreed to stand by whatever de
cision Runa and her then partner 
made. "My mother warned me things 
wouldn't be easy and they weren't," 
she said. · 

Four years on, Otene Williams is a 
real boys' boy with a smile that almost 
covers his face. 

Otene attends Polyhigh Commu
nity Childcare centre, adjacent to the 
Polytech. Although licensed for 50 
children, the creche is only obliged to 
provide 10 places to kids whose par
ents have ties with the Polytech. 

Runa was put on a waiting list for 
a year before she could get her son 
into the creche. Until then he had been 
attending a kohanga reo. Although 
that was a lot cheaper, Runa felt that 
her son was not being challenged 
enough and opted for Polyhigh creche. 

Otene spends 30 hours a week 
there, but sometimes this is not enough 
for Runa's studies. There are times 
when she has to frantically fmd some-

one to pick her son up or drop him off 
when her class times don't fit into the 
child-minding schedule. The third-year 
student finds the most difficult time is 
when she has work experience at the 
hospital. 

"They won't let you do night shifts, 
so I try to do the afternoon, but that 
doesn't finish till .11 pm and it makes 
finding someone to look after Otene 
difficult." 

Runa says there is no such thing 
as a sick day. "You just can't do it, 
you still have to get up in the morning 
and do all the normal things." 

Financially, things are tough for 
Runa. "Trying to budget and manage 
things can be hard." While some peo
ple believe that social welfare make it 
easy for solo mothers to study, the re
ality is very different. 

Runa receives the DPB and a 
childcare subsidy but the subsidy is 
exactly that, it only covers $69 of the 
$130/week for her son's creche fees. 
There is also the issue that if her son 
is sick she is still expected to pay for 
his place, whether he attends or not. 

Social Welfare will only contribute 
to the cost of the time when Otene is 
actually attending the creche, which 
leaves Runa to make up the shortfall 
from her own pocket. 

Although the money situation is dif
ficult, Runa is glad she is studying. "I 
can't wait to get off the benefit and 
start earning my own money." 

As for the student social life, Runa 

says she definitely misses out. "Your ------~
friends ask you to go out, but you have 
to say no because you can't get any
one to baby-sit." She says it's hard 
because she never really got to finish 
off her teenage years. 

"You have to be really organised 
when you have a child, you can't just 
do things, everything has to be planned 
in advance." 

Runa has "awesome family sup
port." Often family members will look 
after Otene or drop him off at creche 
if she can't. "His father is also good, 
Otene sees him at least once a week." 

Things aren't always happy for the 
pair. Now and then Runa will yell at 
her son because she is busy and tired. 
Assessment and assignment times are 
the worst. 

"Sometimes it's hard to make time 
for him." She frequently thanks the 
day she discovered videos! When 
Otene's watching these she tries to 
do study, however she can concen
trate better when he is in bed. At the 
moment he goes to bed "whenever he 
feels like it!" so this can be difficult. 

Through all the trials and tribula
tions, Runa says she wouldn't be with
out her son. 

"I love watching him grow and 
develop. It's all the little things like 
when he sings me a song he learnt at 
creche." 

Runa says everything equals out 
in the end. "It's hard but it's reward
ing." 

COOL MOVES 
If you' re moving flats coll in the flying 

Scotsll\Qn and his truck - he won• t burn yal 

* Single items to full loads 
* Storage and packing arranged 
* Student and subcard discounts 

lust ask for Rod 

Tel - (04) 387 8548 
Mob - 021 482 780 
Fax,. 387 8534 

Web - WWW.coolmoves..co..nz 

Study Chinese or Study Spanish 
in the 
Bachelor of Business Information 
Semester Two 

Chinese 1 
(Mandarin) 

12 July - 5 November 
Monday,VVednesday 
5:30 - 7:00 pm Room T12A 

Spanish 1 12 July - 5 November 
Tuesday, Thursday 
4:30- 6 :00 pm Room T12B 

For further information contact· 
The Secretary 
DepartrnentofLanguages 
Wellington Polytechnic 
Private Box 756 
Wellington 
Ph 801-2794 ext. 8824 or ext. 8711 
Fax. 801-2693 

W"ellingt:a~ 
~.Kurodnl O 'nl, ~A flar. 
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GABI NOBIS 

The "it won't happen to me" mentality is 
one reason that students don't often have home 
and contents insurance, lack of funds is an
other, there is also a third reason- a reason out 
of a students control - the insurance company 
refuses to insure them. 

For many students who assume the respon
sibility of taking out insurance, persuading an 
insurance company they are not a fire-start
ing, wall-punching, paint-spilling, mould-induc
ing, party animal is a big hurdle. 

Insurance companies don't like students. 
They are to home and content insurance what 
15-25 year old males are to car insurance, or 
what a person with heart disease is to life in
surance - a big risk. 

However, getting insurance is not an im
possible task, especially if one of the following 
circumstances apply to you: 

Students are the minority in your flat. 
Your parents have had or have poli

cies with the company. 
You have another insurance policy with 

them e.g. car insurance. 
You can convince the company 

through great charm, wit and a conservative 
suit. 

Insurance is paramount for students, as re
cently illustrated in a local documentary where 
an uninsured student accidentally set her flat 
on fire, and was then held liable by NZI Insur-

ance. For her it meant bankruptcy. 
. An insurance company will cover you in case 
of theft, fire, flood and malicious vandalism. They 
will replace all furniture and furnishings, provide 
you with temporary accommodation, and cover 
your legal liability. So unlike the student mentioned 
above, you will not be sued for all, and more, 
than you are worth. 

Insurance companies have very different 
stands on insuring students, so it is important to 
approach the right one. Of the four companies 
approached for this article, AMI said they did 
not insure students. FAI said they did not insure 
anyone in a "multi-tenant" situation. Fintel said 
they did insure students, but not if there are more 
then two students in a flat ( for the minimum sum 
insured of $20,000 - how many students are 
worth that much?), and Tower Insurance took 
the time out to sit down and listen. "We treat 
every case on its individual merits", said Tower 
Insurance sales coordinator Tim Marks. 

Student premiums differ depending on the 
amount insured and the company with which you 
take out the policy; for example at Tower Insur
ance: 

$5,000.00 sum insured costs $205.80 
$10,000.00 sum costs $224.60 
$15,000.00 sum costs $264.50 

Premiums are higher for students because of 
the perception that they are a risk to insure. How
ever, the price of not having insurance is much 
higher, as being declared bankrupt before even 
having the chance to earn a living would be dev
astating. 
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ALL/A'NCE SAYS 'WIPE 
STUDENT DEB1T NOW' 

Vern Winitana 

SARA NORLING 

An end to student fees and a new 
governing authority for Maori educa
tion agencies are two benefits pro
posed for Maori students by Alliance 
candidate Vern Winitana. 

Mr Winitana is running for the Te 
Tai Tonga seat, which represents all 
people on the Maori roll, living be
tween Paekakarild and Invercargill. 

He says all fees and student debts 
would be wiped under an Alliance 
government. 

"We say education is free and that 
means there will be no tertiary fees 
to pay and that means access to edu
cation for all. It should be free and 
tertiary fees should be wiped and we 
think we've got some economic poli
cies to account for that to happen." 

Making all Maori education agen
cies and providers answerable to one 
governing authority is important and 
necessary for Maori students, says Mr 
Wmitana. 

"There are a number ofligencies 
that are claiming 

seeking grants, scholarships or access 
to some courses. 

"The information that is required, 
like whakapapa, is quite personal and 
it's an anathema to Maori to write 
down this personal information. Maori 

students don ' t 

responsibility to 
administer 
Maori education 
and we want to 
see a review of 
that, like the 
Maori education 

know where it's 
going and we 
want to get rid 
of this process." 

"All fees and student 
debts would be wiped 
under an Alliance 
government. " 

However , 
Mr Winitana ac
k now ledges 

there are a lot of Maori in the elector-trust, NZQA, SES and WINZ. We 
want to make the system simpler, by 
re-organising it and getting rid of the 
bureaucratic process." 

Mr Winitana says one of the rea
sons for the change is the sensitive 
nature of the information many Maori 
students are required to provide when 

ate not on the Maori roll. 
"I think students have to be realis

tic and decide whether they want to 
be participants in society in terms 
of.. .the .democratic process. They 
need to get enrolled and get out there 
and vote on the day. If they want to 

Maori radio station is 
top of the pops with 
Wellington listeners 

SARA NORLING 

Maori radio stationAtiawa Toa FM 
is Wellington's first choice for Maori 
and Polynesian people aged between 
IO and 39 years old. 

The Research International Survey 
in March/ April targeted all radio sta
tion listeners in the Wellington area. 

Atiawa Toa FM had to pay ap
proximately $3000 to be included in 
the survey. 

Daytime announcer Paula Rangi 
said the survey results were bought 
by the station to gain more credibility 
wit)1 large advertisers and music com
panies. 

Former Counties and Canter
bury rugby player, Danny Love, is 
one of a handful of successful 
Maori tourism operators in the 
Wellington region. 

Mr Love is the owner of KiaKaha 
Clothing, which sells casual wear with 
contemporary Maori designs. 

Originally the business was a part
time operation in South Auckland, sell
ing mostly T-shirts and then tracksuits 
and sweatshirts. The business has 
been full-time since Mr Love moved 
to Wellington in 1996 following a sport
ing injury that ended his rugby career. 

As well as having two retail shops 
in the Wellington region, the business 
has a mail order catalogue with orders 
coming in from as far afield as Aus
tralia and North America. 

With the large number of ex-pat 
Kiwis living in Australia, Mr Love said 

advocate real change then they can 
either do it illegally or legally. Legally, 
by participating in the process of vot
ing and supporting candidates, they 
can effect change." 

Mr Wintana says he will come to 
Wellington polytech ifhe asked. 

"I'll talk to any Maori anywhere, 
and ifI am invited up to Wellington 
Polytechnic, I ' ll go." 

Mr Winitana says students should 
speak out on education issues. 

"Students have always been the 
biggest agitators and I would expect 
because they are seeking to build on 
their own knowledge, to carry that tra
dition on. Not for the sake of agita
tion or activism but generally. They've 
got to be the conscience of the com
munity and I think that's the greatest 
service that they can bring to any 
political party." 

that they would like to open a shop 
in Brisbane in the future. 

Group and sports team orders 
have become a significant aspect of 
the organisation. Kia Kaha Cloth
ing has provided tracksuits to a 
number of schools and sporting 
clubs, tt¥oughout New Zealand. 
They recently provided the New 
Zealand touch team with polo shirts. 

Mr Love said that while Maori 
tourism was based in traditional 
tourist destinations, there was po
tential for Maori businesses in the 
Wellington area. 

"We knew from our own survey 
results in the past that we were big, 
but we couldn' t prove it without pro
viding credible statistics. We went up 
against some of the bigger more es
tablished radio stations in the area and 
came in at number one for all Maori 
and Polynesian people aged between 
10-39 years in Wellington, and number 
two for all listeners from 4pm to mid
night aged 15-34 years. Now that's a 
really big slice of the pie and we are 
stoked." 

The· number two placing was for 
Atiawa ToaFM's Route 66 Night-time 
Flavas show, which is hosted by Cory. 

Support Te Reo 
Cory spins the tunes on Atiawa Toa FM 

Cory describes the tunes he plays 
as "mainly R&B", and attributes the 
popularity of the music to a combina
tion of listener requests and lots of 
preparation. 

"When listeners call up and ask for 
a song I jot it down, ifl don't have it I 
get it - I also keep an eye on the top 
fifty and listen to a lot of new music." 

Cory says the show's format might 
be changes to include more listener 

interaction and more prize give-aways. 
"We are trying to get more inter

action from the public by playing them 
live on the air, at the moment shout 
outs from 7-IOpm is the only chance 
kids have to hear their names all over 
the radio and make them feel like su
perstars." 

Cory says, unlike many other ra
dio stations, Atiawa Toa FM plays a 
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lot ofNew Zealand music as a part of 
the station's motto and because listen
ers ask for it. 

''My show's slogan is 'Wellingtonls 
best soul selection', and it's pretty cool 
that hot kiwi talent like AKA Brown 
is being included in this, too, and not 
just the American stufflike you would 
expect, that's what the listeners want 
to hear, so I play it." 

The following are common Maori words and their meanings, in sup
port ofTe Reo Maori for all New Zealanders. 

Ingoa Name 
Awa River 
Maunga Mountain 
Moana Sea 
Whakarongo To listen 
Mahi Work 
Mihi Greeting 
Noho To sit, stay 
Tu To stand 
Haere mai Come here 

Haere atu Go away 
Powbiri To welcome 
Whaikorero To make a speech 
Manuhiri Visitors, guests 
Rangatabi Youngpeople 
Tobu Degree, diploma 
Kaupapa Subject 
Take Issue 
Matauranga Education 
Koba Gift 
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FILM FESTIVAL PREVIEW 
The film festival is here 
again with two frantic 
weeks of out there and 
must see movies - Bernie 
Napp takes a look at this 
year's hottest pies 

Blow winter, get real and escape to the pic
tures. The Embassy, Paramount, City Cinema 
(City Gallery), and one other venue will show 
more than 100 works of drama, comedy, docu
mentary, animation, and short films from more 
than 30 countries at the 28th Wellington Film 
Festival in July 16 -August 1. Screening dates 
and programme details will be out in June. 

Bonkers from Hell 
into weirdo SEX! 
Your friends and neighbours, 1998. USA. Director/screenplay Neil 

LaBute. With Jason Patric, Ben Stiller, Catherine Keener, Natassja Kinski, Amy 
Brenneman, Aaron Eckhart. 

After his misogynist sexual black comedy, "In the company of men", the 
girls get to behave badly too in "Your friends and neighbours". Director Neil 
LaBute's film is about savage sex and psychological violence. 

Ben Stiller and Katherine Keener borik away disfunctionally, and Aaron 
Eckhard and Amy Brenneman are the perfect marrieds with a lousy sex life. 
Natassja Kinski is !}..nai"ve art gallery assistant. Jason Patric holds centre 
stage with his contempt for women and even his male friends: "If there ends 
up being a God ... we'll -see. But. Until then, we're on my time." 

Danish fruitcakes 
The idiots, 1998. Denmark. Director/screenplay Lars von Trier. With 

Bodi! Jorgensen, JensAlbinus, Louise Hassing, Troels Lyby, Nikolaj Lie Kaas, 
Henrik Prip. 

Get in touch with your "inner idiot". A group of drop-outs living together in 
a large unfurnished house pretend to themselves and the outside world that 
they are physically and/or mentally handicapped. It starts off tame with pranks 
in_museums and restaurants, and, as the stakes rise, the game gets less safe. 

Director of"Breaking the waves", where a crazy lass from an even cra
zier Scottish village acts out the SM fantasies of her deranged oilrigger hus
band to cure him, Lars von Trier gets close to his subject in "The Idiots" with 
a hand-held camera - in the tradition of Danish cinema. · 

Teens get personal 
Fucking AmaL 1998. Sweden. Director/screenplay Lukas Moodysson. With 

Rebecca Liljeberg, Alexandra Dahlstrom, Erica Carlson, Mathias Rust, Stefan Horberg. 

First time feature film maker and screenplay writer Lukas Moodysson and 
lead actors Rebecca Liljeberg and Alexandra Dahlstrom are pop heroes in 
Sweden with a big hit film that captures small town youth culture bang on -
from the girls ' point of view. Female lead Elin is upfront on teenage boozing 
and sex. Adolescent pack mentality is on stage. And, in case you're wonder
ing, Amal is a town. 

p_~g~J 4. 

Get real, it's only a 
game, within a game 
eXistenZ, 1999. UK/Canada. Director/ from anti-game assassins on a reality crusade. But it turns 

screenplay David Cronenberg. With Jennifer Jason out that "eXistenZ" is a virtual reality within a virtual . 
Leigh, Willem Dafoe, Ian Holm, Don McKellar, Sarah reality. What's real, and what is fantasy? 
Polley, Christopher Eccleston. 

Cult film director David Cronenberg's 
new cyber thriller goes one step further than 
other reality check movies "The Matrix" and 
"The Truman Show". 

Jennifer Jason Leigh is Allegra Geller, designer of 
"eXistenZ", the ultimate virtual reality game. To play, 
you have a power socket or "bioport" drilled into the 
base-of your spine and connect your nervous system 
via an "umbilical cord" to a semi organic "game pod". 
This looks like a gooey blob with nipples. No need for 
video helmets or touch pad gloves. You experience 
the game as reality. 

After you 're plugged into the pod, the "eXistenZ" 
game takes on a life of its own. Geller is on the run 

"eXistenZ" was inspired by Cronenberg meeting 
writer Salman Rushdie. He saw Rushdie as victimised 
by a media version of himself created by Iran and the 
British press. "That these versions of Rushdie are not 
true doesn't make him any less real," he says. 

"For me, all reality is virtual. There's no absolute re
ality." Gloop is Cronenberg's key signature and "eXistenZ" 
has its share. Mutant amphibian horrors fill the screen. 
Geller's bodyguard (Willem Dafoe) uses the slimy left
overs of a meal to make a gun out of bone and gristle 
that shoots teeth. 

Cronenberg is the master of body horror. He directed 
"Dead Ringers" (inseparable twin gynaecologists, 
"Videodrome" (tv shows short circuit viewers' brains), 
"The Fly" (scientist turns into insect), "Crash" (eroti
cism and car accidents). 

We're stuck 
Cube, 1997. Canada. Director 

Vincenzo Natali . With Nicole de Boer, 
Nicky Guadagni, David Hewlett, Andrew 
Miller, Julian Ritchings, Wayne Robson, 
Maurice Dean Wint. 

Six people wakeup in a six-sided 
room, with six vault-lil,ce doors that 
each lead into an identical room with 
another six doors, that each lead .. . 
How many are there? 

Run, Lola run, 1998. Germany. Director/screenplay Tom Tykwer. With Franka 

Potente, Moritz Bleibtreu, Herbert Knaup, Heino Ferch, Armin Rhode. 

17,576 by one character 's count, 
many of which contain lethal booby 
traps. This is a simple low budget sci
fi thriller, but effective. The trick is 
to get out of the maze without get
ting sliced up or dying of thirst and 
hunger. 

Flame-haired punk chick Lola gets a call from her thug boyfriend. He's 
lost I 00,000 marks belonging to his gangster boss, and she got 20 minutes to 
find the dosh and get it to him. Set to a throbbing beat at high speed through 
the streets of Berlin, the film spells out three alternative versions of the 
same story. A story of fate, karma and the power of love, director Tom 
Tykwer has put German cinema back on the map with a pop Euro-hit. 

As the tension rises , the six turn 
on each other as the ugly side of hu
man nature takes over. The story's 
simplicity is balanced with the steady 
development of character through
outthe film. 
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Top French film at Cannes 
and top French beauties 

The Dreamlife of Angels, 1998. France. Director Erick Zonka. With 

Elodie Bouchez, Natacha Regnier, Gregoire Colin. 

'New Yorker" magazine says "Dreamlife of Angels" is the best French 
film in 35 years. Young leads Elodie Bouchez and Natacha Regnier shared the 
best actress award at the Cannes film festival last year. A well-observed 
piece ofreality, Erick Zonka's first film is shot with a hand held camera mainly 
in natural light. Two rootless women blend similarities and differences into an 
unexpected friendship. 

Pi, 1998. USA. Director/ 
screenplay Darren Aronofsky. 
With Sean Gulette, Mark 
Margolis, Ben Shenkman, Samia 
Shoaib, Pamela Hart, Ajay 
Naidu, Joanne Gordon, Stephen 
Pearlman. 

Did you buy Contact shares or 
wished you had the dosh to buy 
them? MaJ.( Cohen (Sean Gulette) 
sees maths everywhere from the 
cream in his coffee to the wind in 
the trees - he is convinced he can 
crack the rhythms of the stock mar-

ket. It sounds like the search for pre
dicting the weather and other repeat
ing but not quite repeating patterns of 
nature is over. Or is it? 

This no budget maths-ft thriller in 
grainy high contrast black and white 
images cost $20,000 to make. A Jew
ish scholar asks Cohen to crack a 216 
digit number from a'numerical transla
tion of the Torah. He unloads the con
tent of his computer's hard drive into 
his brain, and a posse of Jewish math
ematicians and corporate raiders are 
out there to download him. 
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.. Fiery, sensuar· tango from Argentina 
Tango, 1998. Spain/Argentina. 

Director/screenplay Carlos Saura. With 
Miguel Angel Sola, CeciliaNarova, Mia 
Maestro, Juan Luis Galiardo. 

"Blood wedding", Carlos Saura con- jealous and moody and gets off on the 
tinues his tradition of fiery and sen- tango. 
sual dance movies with "Tango". 

Who can blame him? Beautiful 
A director preparing a tango spec- women dancing tango is a good rea

Director offlamenco spectaculars tacular creates in his mind an unfold- son for the stiffest guy to tum up to 
"Carmen", "Love - the magician" and ing drama of tango sequences, he's dance class on Monday. 

Buena Vista Social Club, 1999. Germany/USA. 
Director/screenplay Wim Wenders. With Ry Cooder, 
Compay Segundo, Ruben Gonzalez, Barbarito Torres, 
Ibrahim Ferrer. 

In this performance-interview documentary, Wim 
Wenders lets the sensual music of Cuba and the people 
who play it speak for themselves. The footage covers 
laid back sessions and interviews in Cuba, and high
lights from their shows in Amsterdam. 

Country guitar virtuoso and film score writer Ry 
Cooder goes to Cuba, tracks down famous musicians 
from the distant past, and puts their band back together. 
These guys are now in their sixties to eighties and haven' t 
been near their instruments in more than a decade, but 
they still do the business. 

Ry Cooder: "The players and singers of the 'son de 
Cuba' have developed a beautiful ensemble concept that 
works like greased lightning ... in Cuba, the music flows 
like a river." 

ATIN DANCE PARTY 

DJ:'S PLAY SAtSA/MERENGUE: CHECK OUT 
CLASSIC&. LATEST LATIN JAZZ SOUNDS 

WELLINGTON PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 
18-24 ALL'EN ST, ph 385 8033 .. 
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Patrons under 4ft and over 7ft get~ f_[~e ... 

Budding film directors keen to flaunt their deviancy can enter 
the Incredibly Strange Film Festival's inaugural video 
competition. Patric Lane reports 

The winner's work will screen on opening night , 18 June, at the Paramount . 

Festival director Ant Timpson 
said the main criteria is that vid
eos "must contain one anti-Star 
Wars idea in them," as the festi
val goes head to head with the 
Lucas behemoth. 

And if Star Wars was from a 
galaxy far, far away, the festival 
line-up is waaaaaaay out there. 

Titles such as Big Doll House, 
Diary of a Nympho and Revenge of 
the Zombies.may lack flas)ly special 
effects and marketing hype, but they 
make up for this in plain old low budget 
weirdness. 

"It's going to be a riot," said Deluxe 
Cinemas assistant manager Lynsey 
Blacklock. 

.. .if Star Wars was from a galaxy far, far away, 
this festival line-up is from waaaay out 

"It's going to be four weeks of 
films you' 11 never see at any other time 
of the year." 

The festival kicks off June 18 with 
an opening party and the screening of 
Amazing Love Secret, an early '70s 
documentary extolling the sensual 
powers of marijuana. 

Blacklock said the night 
_promises to be a gala event of 
"70s sleaze and stoner porn," 
with live music and tequila 
shooters lubricating a party 
planned to run until at least 1 am. 
Spot prizes for the best cos
tumes. 

Video entries must be at least 
three minutes long, and in to the Para
mount by June 16.All submissions will 
receive movie passes, and the winner 
will get three festival discount cards 
valued at $210. 

A poster competition is also run
ning with cash, T-shirt and video 
prizes. Entries close June 17. 

A $70 ten-trip card is available for 
theatre lovers wanting to really in
dulge themselves. The festival also 
has concession prices of $8 for stu
dents, nurses and firewomen, $7 for 
all screenings before 5pm and $5 for 
over 60s and under 12s. Patrons un
der 4ft and over 7ft get in free. 

Grab your hat and head down to 

286 Willis St. Ph 384-8206 
Open Mon · Friday 8am till la~e. 
Sat · Sunday 9am till late. 
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May the 
farce·be 
with you ... 

I almost fainted yesterday- a person behind me 
on the bus was asking their mate what Star Wars 
was all about. The shock almost killed me, but it 
made me think, "Perchance not all know the ad
ventures of Luke, Han and sultry Princess Leia." 
So - here is a list allowing you to watch the 
prequels with a modicum of galactic knowledge . 

The Force 
Whatever happens in Star Wars 

The Force is behind it. Like religion 
it is all encompassing and has two 
sides - good and bad. 

The bad side of the force is re
ferred to as the Dark Side. Oh be
lieve me this side is dark. 

Those on the good side of the 
force must constantly resist the 
temptation to tum to the dark side. 
Those who are already on it can 
pretty much relax and get on with 
being evil. 

Unlike many worlds, in Star 
Wars it is guaranteed that those on 
the good side of the force will lose 
the battles but win the war - even
tually. 

Jedi Knights 
These guys are amazing. Jedi 

Knights have harnessed the power 
of the force (good or bad), and use 
it to pull off some excellent sword 
fights. You can have the biggest 
army in the universe butwithout a 
few Jedi Knights, you'll be eating 
custard before sundown. 

The concept that spiritual power 
can beat numerical and mechanical 
power is an ·oldie but oh such a 
goodie. 

The Empire 
Serious evil. Out to control the 

Galaxy, a mega corporation headed 
by an Emperor who is very much on 
the limit of the Dark Side. 

With no regard for human or al 
Way cool weaponry, endless re
sources, infinite arrogance and ab
solutely no morals. Realistically they 

are unbeatable but in the movies .. .... . 

Stormtroopers 
The Empire's foot soldiers. Inher

ently stupid, incompetent with their 
blaster, absolutely useless in hand to 
hand, but thoroughly persistent. 

Obi Wan Kenobi 
( Oh-be One Ken Oh-be) 
A Jedi Knight on the Right side. In 

the first Stars Wars he put Luke 
Skywalker on the path to becoming a 
Jedi. Obi Wan used to be friends with 
Darth Vader until the latter succumbed 
to the Dark Side. 

Ewan McGregor will be played 
the young Obi Wan in The Phantom 
Menace. 

Light Sabres 
The weapon ofa Jedi. It is an elec

tronic sword that makes a very cool 
noise when it's turned on and off. In
deed a Jedi student must first over
come the urge to tum it off and on 
before anything else can be taught. 

Can cut through virtually anything 
and comes in a variety of colours. 
Imagine a Ginsu times 5000 and you 
are getting close. 

Luke Skywalker 
Probably won't feature so much 

in the prequels cause he doesn't 'ex
ist' yet. However Luke is the hope for 
the future. Without Luke the whole 
Galaxy is poked. The equivalent of a 
human "watch this space". 

Phrases to avoid during the Phantom Menace 
1. That Yoda sure is funny looking. 
2. Go on - turn to the Dark Side. 
3. What's a death star? 
4. For once I wish the bad guys would win. 
5. Those light sabres are crap. 

Whisper loudly to show in-depth understanding 
1. What about in Return of the Jedi at Jabba's lair when Luke 

glances at Han - I could almost taste his inner turmoil. 
2. Bobba Feit was a good bloke just trying to earn a crust 

- Han would have understood. 
3. Where do you hide your Star Wars videos? 
4. I can't wait for the digitally remastered versions. 
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Direct descendant of Kawiti, self-st~led 
'real kiwi girl' from smalltown Bay o 
Islands, Rena Owen talked candidlyJto 
Anna Hurst and Lesley Douglas. 

What Becomes Of 
The Broken Hearted? 

"It's an interesting film. It's 
very much Temuera Morrison's 
movie. 

"Warriors dealt with very poign
ant issues like sexual abuse and sexual 
violence, alcohol abuse - this one re
ally concentrates on the redemption 
of Jake. 

"I'm very ~appy to be part ofit. 
"I took a long time to decide 

whether to do it; the thing for me was 
Ian Mune. I trust him as a director 
and that was why I decided to do it." 

Audience 
Reaction: 
" This one is going to be 

much easier on the audience 
- it isn't so hugely traumatic. 

"I watched this one and 
went- yeah, so? 

"I felt sorry for our 
gangs cos I know our 
gangs in the last decade 
have tried really hard to 
clean up their image and here comes 
a film that does no favours. That's 
Alan Duff." 

Alan Duff: 
"I respect his intelligence and I 

have respect for his creative writing 
but I don't always agree with what 
he does outside of that. 

"But then again, we benefit from 
having someone like Alan Duff be
cause anything that creates discussion 
puts it out there. 

"He's got a lot of balls - or 
horns I should say! 

"Sometimes I think he shoots from 
the hip but doesn't give it enough sub
stance, but I have to agree with him 
that we have to statt educating our
selves." 

"But I do think that he does some
times lack a bit of sympathy." 

New actors in this film: 
"Yes, this is the other wonderful 

thing. Yet again this is a rare opportu
nity that showcases new Maori tal
ent, and they are stunning. 

"The sad thing is, you look at all 
that wonderful young talent in 
Once Were Warriors, ie Jake and 
Beth's children - now ifwe were in 
Hollywood, they would have gone on 
to movie after movie." 

Nancy Brunning: 
"She is phenomenal. I watched her 

when she was a high school girl and I 
never forgot her. 

"I have always known that Nancy 
has been blessed with a wonderful tal
ent and an intuitive intelligence. 

"The reality is for her, and for me 
too, and the kids in Warriors, we are 
not as castable as caucasians; peo
ple have us in an ethnic box. 

"So even though Nancy has a 
stunning talent I don't have great 
expectations for hundreds of 
roles because of the colour of 
her skin." 

Racism in LA: 
"I'm slightly luckier because I am 

a couple of shades lighter [than 
Brunning] but even for me, they don't 
know what box to put me in - because 
I'm not really white and I'm not black, 
or Asian. 

"They think, oh well she's brown, 
so they almost think they have to cast 
me Spanish or Latino. 

"The only people who have man
aged to break that barrier are Al 

Magneto 14 June 1999 

... ... "' ". _,"'... . t.,: .... . f .. . 

Pacino and Robert Di Niro ... you 
don't constantly see them playing 
Italians.That's what I want to do- just 
play characters. 

"I have a vision of seeing 
Maori doctors, lawyers and poli
ticians on our screens. It will 
happen. 

Maori criticism ofWarriors: 
"Once Were Warriors may have 

shown Maori in negative circum
stances but it was a very empower
ing and healing film. 

"Why should we pretend we are 
a perfect race - we are not - and look 
at the disgusting statistics in this coun
try. 

"I once had a big 
discussion with some
one who was saying 
that Maori shouldn't be 
shown in this light, but 
she had a very privileged 
upbringing - and I said, 
you have got to listen, sis-

ter, the bulk of our people did 
not grow up like you, the bulk of our 
people still live in economic time wars. 

"Sometimes you need to 
empty the garbage before you 
can fill it up with the go~d stuff." 

How the world 
saw it: 

ON ALAN DUFF: .. He's got 
a lot of balls, but I think h 
lacks sympathy " 

Impact ofWarriors: 
"Well it changed people's lives. 
"Lifelines were inundated with call-

ers, women's refuges and anger man
agement groups were inundated with 
people, women and men. 

"It educated the world that NZ has 
an indigenous race. Professionally, it 
put Maori on the platform as interna
tional film makers, writers, actors ... we 
were one of the top ten films in the 
whole world at the time. 

"This is an amazing achievement 
for Maori. 

"That film gave so many women 
the courage to get out of violent do
mestic relationships. I still get it to
day, people that come up to me and 
go "thank you, you changed my life" 

"It happened in Santa Barbara just 
recently .. 

I'm at the fruit and vege market 
and this guy comes up to me, obvi
ously first nation American, and he said 
"you' re that lady from that film aren't 
you," and I said yes. He started to 
cry and said "I just want you to tell 
everybody that worked on that film 
thank you, thank you because you 
changed my life." 

"Teenagers went to see it two or 
three times ... they got such a buzz to 
see this screen full of brown faces, 
and it told them that this was a career 

the sticks, acting was something that 
was totally not available to me." 

Offers in LA: 
"Well it is very slim. My agent rep

resents a lot of women my age- Holly 
Hunter, Meg Ryan, Goldie Hawn, An
gelica Houston, Sigourney Weaver. 

"He can't even get them jobs be
cause roles for women post-30 are just 
so rare. 

"I had B-rates offered to me last 
year and I could have taken the money 
- very tempting. 

"But money is something that 
comes and goes, integrity is something 
that you can't buy. 

Starting out in London: 
"When I started out as a young 

actor I wanted to do theatre, televi
sion and ultimately a lead in a feature 
film. 

"I achieved that in my eighth year 
and as soon as I finished Warriors I 
thought that's it I - I can retire now. 

" I had six months off, but I came 
back to it because I love it. 

"I felt I got the cherry before I had 
the cake. 

"Great dramatic female lead roles 
like Beth are so rare - I was one of 

the very rare lucky 
actresses on this 

"Nowhere in the world 
did I find people going, oh 
those Maoris are a bad 
group of people. 
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planet because we 
those great female 
roles are not a dime 
a dozen." 

"The only place that 
happened was here. 

"The first review 
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that came out in Cannes said this film 
shows what can happen to a warrior 
race that has been colonised." 

option for them. 
" I always wanted to be an actor 

but I had no role models. We had no 
brown faces on our screens in the 60s 
and 70s, so as a little Maori girl from 

Final Word 
from Rena: 

"I would say to young people, have 
the courage to follow your heart 

"Life is too short not to have a pas
sion about something." 
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Security guards weren't speaking into their 
lapels, and Kent Terrace wasn't cordoned off, 
but there was red carpet and a couple of burly 
bouncers. 

The Wellington premiere of What Becomes 
of the Broken Hearted was important stuff to 
be covered by two star-struck, nervous joumos 
desperate to get past security and steal the 
scoop. 

Adorned in tagged corrugated iron, the Em
bassy exuded urban chic. Security was dressed 
in leather and denim and suitably tattooed. Sub-

tie questioning assured us that they were students 
too (from the Drama School). A bit of gentle per
suasion and a few sweet smiles and we were in! 
Official passes were quickly secured around our 
necks. 

While I desperately tried to maintain my com
posure and conjure original questions for the celebs, 
my photographer, eager for an entry for the 2000 
Media Awards, was flashing at anything that 
moved. He was determined not to miss the shot 
of an elusive star, which would open doors for 
him at Woman's Day. 

The champers was flowing, darling, and yes 
there was plenty of air kissing and schmoozing. 

Invited guests included Hurricane Norm 
Hewitt. Norm was there as a guest of Alan Duff 
and as an ambassador for "Books in Homes"
every good premiere supports a charity. Norm 
visits schools for the charity and tells kids "it's 
cool to read". But he admitted he hadn't read the 
copy of Broken Hearted that Duff sent him for 
Chrissie, "I'm going to see the movie first". 

Having established a rapport with the big guy, 
I launched into my killer question. If Hercules 
and Jake the Muss were in a fight, who would 
win? Norm assured me that in Broken Hearted 
Jake was no longer a fighter. So much for that 
question. 

However, Norm did confide to me that Tern is 
"hard case, and really full on, although I thought 
he was a lot bigger than he is". We agreed that it 
must be that larger than life movie screen. 

The stars didn ' t disappoint, arriving fashion
ably late and looking definitely fashionable. Ian 
Mune (Broken Hearted's director) sported a gang 
patch. 

Rena Owen looked every bit the starlet. Her 

Rawiri Paratene --

black gown, complete with plunging neckline, was set off 
with a flowing velvet stole. Black was definitely the "now" 
colourjfor both stars and guests. I had chosen my ensem
ble wisely. 

I managed to catch Nancy Brunning (a major talent 
in the film) and ask her if attending swanky premieres 
made her feel like a Hollywood star. "Not really, I 
just think well this is New Zealand". 

Nancy said that is was great to work with 
Temuera Morrison again - the pair had previously 
been medical colleagues on Shortland Street. "He 
was fantastic with the younger guys in the film. 
Tern was pumping out so much energy, it was hard 
not to catch some of it," she said 

Temuera Morrison in the flesh was as different 
from 'Jake the Muss' as you could imagine. Affa
ble, devastatingly handsome and completely charm
ing, more like Dr. Ropata really. It was enough to 
make an amateur reporter forget all her carefully 
crafted questions. I knew I should have knocked 
back more of that free champagne! 

By this time we were getting comfortable with 
this world premiere business. We had been uncon
ditionally accepted as legitimate members of the 

Security was dressed in 
leather and denim and suit
ably tattooed . Subtle ques
tioning assured us that they 
were students too (from 
Drama School). 

world's press. My photographer and I were schmoozing with all the right people. 
"Isn 't this just fab-u-lous?! We're from Magneto Magazine." Our approach was to 

make them feel completely inadequate, as though they'd made a huge faux-pas by not 
recognising our publication. 

The sea of black was ushered into the cinema, and those involved in the film were 
welcomed with a traditional powhiri. Temuera impressed all with a passionate speech 
in fluent Maori. 

Alan Duff accepted a cheque for $15,000 towards his "Books in Homes" pro
gramme. He told the audience that no matter what they thought of him, his heart is in 
the right place. "You may think I'm in your face, but I am inspired by emotion and 
passion." 

With the party over it was time for the film. 
Producer Bill Gavin had warned the audience, "You're going to be stunned by it". He 

was right. 

"Jake-like characters keep com
ing up in his work and I think Alan 
really cares for Jake" . 

from Playschool to the gangs After playing Mulla, Paratene had 
roles in short films The Day Morris 
Left and Accidents. 

Former Playschool presenter, Rawiri Paratene, has a shaven head 
and eyebrows for his role as Mui/a in What Becomes of the Broken 
Hearted. 

Mulla is a gang member who's spent half his 
life in jail, and decided that he's never going back. 

Paratene calls him "a tattooed to the max, sad 
man with a heavy story". 

To prepare for his role, playedbyTaheSimpson. 
Paratene watched documenta-

ries on gangs . He also called 

on his own experience of South 
Auckland in the 70's, when he 

was part of a gang. 
Paratene says, "A lot ofMulla 

on screen is me just having thoughts 
and not doing any acting at all, and 
that was really, really hard". 

" Mulla 's a hard character to 
play," says director Ian Mune, "be
cause he's almost dead inside, like a 
zombie". 

Paratene did special preparation 
for his love scene with Gloria, 

Tahe is the same age as his daugh
ter, and when he saw her he thought 
"Oh Ian, why did you cast this girl, 
this is going to be so hard"- because 
" it wasn ' t a fucking scene, it was a 
making love scene". 

At the premiere, both Paratene's 
daughters dived for cover when the 
love scene came on. "Gross out, they 
reckon." 

The film is clocking $250,000 a 
day and it is expected to achieve the 
$3 million margin. 

"It's a strong movie, it doesn' t 

BY CALEB HULME-MOIR 

pull punches, it delivers and peopl 
are coming out crying," say 
Paratene. 

He says the cast 
worked well and that 
there was a " loving, 
warm fuzzy feeling 
around the set the 
whole time". 

"Mu/la's a hard character to play 
because he's almost dead inside, 
like a zombie". 

Working with Temuera Morrison 
was not new for Paratene, who helped 
introduce him to TV in Seekers. Tern 
played a real estate agent. At the time 
this was a different role for Maori, 
usually cast as criminals and 
'baddies'. 

Paratene says he does not know 
Alan Duff, author of What Becomes 
of the Broken Hearted personally, 
but describes him as an abused man 
who handles his anger very well and 
has produced brilliant literature from 
it. 

His latest role is in Sojourns of 
Boy, recently opened at Taki Rua . 
He plays Uncle, married to Aunty; 
they have lived in the same house 
without talking to each other for 15 
years after he had an affair. 

Paratene's experience is in acting, 
writing, teaching, producing and thea
tre administration, not an unusual 
resume for New Zealand actors. 

"It all comes down to the farm 
mentality, 'Oh is that the job that 
needs doing, I'll do that then"'. He 
has focused more on writing for the 
last 15 years. 

Paratene was in the Hollywood 
film Rapanui. He says the experience 
was good, but he does not intend to 
chase Hollywood acting roles. 

"If they came sniffing around 
though, I'd spray around so they 
could smell me". 
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''We talk, not fight'' say 
'flash' city bouncers 
Bouncers say Courtenay Place is much less aggro than five years ago, so they've 
upped their image to go with the times. Bernie Napp reports. 

The days of recruiting bounc
ers from gangs are over. You've 
now got to be a better talker than 
hitter says Big Easy bouncer 
Tim Hawker. 

"A few years ago in a public bar, 
someone would elbow somebody else, 
and you'd t!Hnk nothing of it", says 
Hawker. ''Now, you see the s lightest 
thing and you've got to act on it." 

"Being big is good - but doing the 
job depends on yo ur PR skills." 
Hawker's b lack leather jacket, 
number one haircut, and friendly smile 
do the business. 

Big guy in a suit, Dean Murphy 
"runs the team on the night" at the 
Grand. "If you have a bouncer who 
talks with his fists, he'll have 50 per 
cent more trouble", he says. 

"I'm no wimp" 

He's no wimp though. "I've been 
hit a few times - you get paid to do a 
job, and it's part of the job." 

A guy wearing a rugby jersey un
der a tweed jacket is stopped at the 
door. "I ]µce your jersey, sir, but you' re 
too casuk Sorry, nice jersey though." 
Murphy is in his stride. 

It's about customer service, he 
says. The bouncer is the first point of 
contact, and you want people to feel 
comfortable. "He's going to think - he 
didn't treat me like a leper. He's got 
no reason not to come back." 

Is there a difference between Fri
day and Saturday night? Murphy nods. 
Fridays, you've got suits having a quiet 
drink after work, the dance crowd 
comes later. Saturdays, it's "rugby 
heads, a lot of young men, with a lot 
of testosterone". 

But it's not a universal pattern. At 
Molly Mal ones, Saturdays are a tidier 
crowd and not as drunk as Friday 's, 
says big guy Reg Young. You' re com
ing from home, not work, so you get 
changed and dress up. 

What about under age drinking? 
We check for ID all the time, he says. 
"They've got to look like they're 22, 
23. Ifnot, driver's license or passport. 
The best ID has a photo with a credit 
card as back-up." 

At 6' 3", Young has a command
ing but genial presence. He stops a 
group of young women in black- one 
of them has no ID. They go no fur
ther than the door. 

Hesitate, you're gone 

. "I've seen ISIC cards and driv
er's licenses that have been forged, 
or they come in with someone else's", 
says Young. A good trick is to ask their 
birth date, or their star sign. If they 
hesitate, they're gone. 
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At the Fat Ladies ' Arms, the rule 
is two forms of ID. A driver's license 
and student card is good, says man
ager Brent Cavanagh. 

The new driver's licenses are a 
better form ofID, he says. 

A lot of drinkers look under-age, 
even with door screening. Cavanagh 
motions to a fo rm that suspects have 
to fil l in before drinking. "They're li
able, not us", he says. 

What if you dropped the drinking 
age from 20 to 18? Cavanagh reck
ons you'd get more people through the 
door - for a while. 

The drunk kids on the street are 
getting their booze from somewhere 
else, not from bars, he says. He thinks 
it will stay that way. 

The Fat Ladies ' dress code is 
"good casual dress" and no black 
jeans. Cavanagh says: "You've gotto 
look t idy, no r ipped jeans , 
good shoes". 

Bogans from the Hutt 

No black jeans is a standard rule 
at Courtenay Place night spots. 
Young's team mate at Molly's, Matt 
McLaughlin, explains: "Bogans from 
the Hutt come with black jeans, .. . we 
use it as an excuse not to let them in" 

Back at the Grand, a young guy 
with his girl tries to get in the door 
wearing blue jeans, and a white shirt 

Dean Murphy - "runs 
the team on the night." 

that looks like it's been used for ori
gami several times over . 

Murphy takes them aside, the girl 
protests. "It's a fair call - not unless 
he goes home and irons his shirt, 
sorry guys." 

Shaun Chapman, PC bouncer- boy, does the business at The Grand on 
Courtenay Place. Just another day at the office for the Men in Black. 

The alcohol is . 
Taking over 

And other bouncers? Hawker has 
worked nights at the door part-time 
for the last eight years. "Bouncers do 
it for the money - it's not a glamour 

It 's getting late and Courtenay job." They all have day jobs, like sales 
Place is getting drunk. "After midnight, reps, he says. He is a builder and does 
the alcohol takes over", says Murphy. the night work to get "more money to 

"When people get drunk, their true na- -
ture comes out. Your inhibitions go 
away, you ' re not in control any more:" 
He says halfhis job late at night is help
ing people out of the door without fall
ing over. 

A scuffle breaks out. A woman 
who 's had more than a few is attack
ing Murphy, who calls for help. Door 
security Liz Martin steps in to sepa
rate them. "Being a woman is more 
pacify ing", she says. 

Ten years of full 
contact karate 

"through a mate who was a bouncer". 
He is big, a good talker - and that's 
why they hired him. He hasn't done 
any martial arts. Neither has Hawker 
or Murphy. 

Courtenay Place is much less vio
lent than five years ago, and the drink

ing culture has 
changed , 
says Martin. 

"People are 
more sophisti
cated, because of 
the more liberal li
censing laws. It's 
not such a big deal 
to get drunk and 
there's more re
spect." 

But some 

Martin is petite, so how does she 
handle the rough stuff? "I've done ten 
years of full contact karate", she says. 
The verbal skills come first, but she's 
had to put people in an arm hold to get 
them out the door. 

She agrees woman bouncers are 
unusual. After working at the Grand 
one night for a party, she was asked to 
stay on. A pharmacy $ales rep by day, 
she saw door work as a good oppor
tunity. 

Liz Martin: "Bouncers do it for the 
money - it's not a glamour job" 

things don't seem 
to change. Mo
ments later, a bot
tle is thrown out 
of the first floor 
window onto the 
street. The man
ager walks be
tween two cars 
and looks up to 
see who it was . 
Murphy advises 
him to get back on 
the footpath. 

It's business 
buy more toys". as usual on Friday night. 

Young says he got work at Molly's 
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The Horrors of Flatting ... 
BY PATRIC LANE 

Amy had an almost perfect flat. It 
was warm. It was sunny. The smell 
of freshly baked foccacia wafted up 
from the gourmet bakery two doors 
down. But there was a problem. 

"The orange carpet didn't bother 
me," she says. "The last flat 's was 
lime green." 

t 
\ 
~ 

that women's magazines are always 
going on about Kind oflike personal 
relationships except you've paid up to 
four weeks worth ofrent in bond, and 
extricating yourself involves hiring a 
trailer and takes up most of the week
end. 

The worst thing to do is approach 
the choosing of a flatmate as you 
would a one-night stand. 

"Bacon surprise? What the hell 
is in that?" 

Susan, 20, student, wishes she had 
pursued the topic of the successful 
interviewee ' s cooking skills a 
bit further. 

"What's this?" 
Sally, 28, marketing executive, 

holding up a dish brush. 

The funny noise the dryer made 
unless she put a telephone book un
der the right comer wasn't a worry. 
Any dryer in the Wellington winter is 
better than none. She didn't even mind 
the way the living room floor sloped 
off towards the horizon. 

. ,, 
You are looking for Mr or Ms 

Right, not Mr or Ms Right Now. So 
it's a good idea to find out as much as 
possible about future live-in partners . 

How will things be working three 
months down the track? Unlike a Pick 
6 on race 8 at Trentham from the TAB, 
you don't know the odds. How do you 
know what you're getting into? You 
don't. You can't. 

When the roster system broke 
down, a stand-off ensued that lasted 
for 2 weeks until no one could face 
another take-away pizza. 

The problem was her flatmate. 

, ~ ~ .- €!ff,, 
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"Would you like a beer?" 
Bill, 20, student, found lectures on 

the evils ofalcohol from the Temper
ance Union chairperson a bit trying 
after a while. More precisely her flatmate's cats. 

They had fleas. But her flatmate (who 
held the lease) refused to do anything 
about it. 

Flea collars were out, as was pow
der, because Garfield and Pooky might 
get sick. Forget the fact that every
one in the flat was covered in large 
red welts. After a few weeks of itch
ing, Amy decided to flag three weeks 
worth ofrent and move to a flea-free 
zone. 
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eymoon is over. out to be quite different from the per
son they seemed in the interview. 
Someone who at first projected an 
aura of urbane intelligence may tum 
out to possess a sense of humour that 
plateaued in 4m form, with an IQ bear
ing an inverse correlation to how long 
they draw out the middle vowel of 
"Otago" when watching the rugby. 

In the space of a 20-minute chat 
it's against all norms of social interac
tion to reveal any more than the 
most light-hearted of one's personal 
foibles. 

"Does your boyfriend have any 
IRA connections?" 

Sean, 22, programmer, when liv
ing in Ireland was woken one night by 
a phone call from the Gardai 
at4am. 

Everyone who's lived away from 
home has their own contribution to 
make to the "I lived with the flatmate 
from hell" anthology. Amy's flea prob
lem was just one of many. 

For a while the cleaning roster 
works and the cheque book balances 
and there's more than just cheese and 
bacon flavoured 2 minute noodles left 
in the cupboard for Friday morning's 
breakfast. But the odds of it lasting 
much longer than a couple of power 
bills are pretty slim. 

You can't expect people to be frank 
about the length of their phone con
versations and cooking abilities, let 
alone the fact that they have a habit 
of donning body paint and hummus 
and dancing around with kitchen uten
sils. 

His flatmate's partner had led them 
on an hour-long, 13 car, armed pur
suit. 

In Sean's car. 

"What appliances do 
Once things settle down into some 

resemblance of raw normality, it's a 
matter of lasting long enough to get 
final exams out of the way. 

Similarly, if you're the type to en
joy a swap-a-crate or three with a 
dozen mates after arriving home from 
the pub at 2am, the last thing you·need 
is a flattie who takes sweet revenge 
doing the lawns an hour or so after 
sunrise. 

So- some questions you may want 
to ask .. . 

you own?" 
Stanley, 23, design student, found 

out within a week that his new 
flatmate didn't own any of the many 
appliances he bought to the flat. 

The lifestyle is transient by nature. 
Most groups don't stay together long 
enough to develop a seven-year itch 
that has to be scratched. 

But all too soon after the confetti 
of packing paper has settled, the hon-

Through a finely tuned balance of 
co-operation, tolerance and respect for 
minor idiosyncrasies, most flats make 
it intact to the end of the year. In a flatting relationship, compat

ibility is one of those crucial "C" words 

"Do you play any musical 
instruments?" 

Dave, 24, librarian, soon found out 
his new roomie played the drums. 
Drum kits don't have a volume con
trol. 

Some heavies came round to claim 
their stash back, smashing down the 
front door in the process. 

Occasionally though, flatmates tum 

Despicable flatmates exposed 
BY ARO HA FLEMING 

There's always something wrong with flats. Usually it's the 
flatmate.There are some things which are beyond your control, 
including horrible showers and hideous 70's decor. But the chances 
of finding a good flatmate are equivalent to hoping to win Lotto 
when you haven't bought a ticket. 

There are certain types of flatmate who can drive you 
to despair. 

The scrooge is the flatmate who slips out the door quicker 
than a flash oflightning whenever the "M" word is mentioned. It 
would be easier to extract your own teeth without anaesthetic 
than get this person to part with $2 towards the cost of rubbish 
bags. To them it's tantamount to bankruptcy, even though you 
know there 's a huge wad of cash stashed in their room. They 
always say they haven' t got money for the basic flat commodi
ties, but then they suddenly ask you how you like their new Donna 
Karan jacket. This person is always in the toilet when it's their 
tum to shout a round at the pub, never chips in for the video but 
watches it anyway, and never owns up to the $60 worth of calls 
which mysteriously appear on the phone bill. 

The borrower is the flatmate who enters your room 

when you're not there, borrows your favourite outfit, uses all 
your expensive perfume/aftershave, and then returns your outfit 
with a cigarette bum in it. If this flatmate is also part scrooge, 
they won't offer to replace this outfit because they claim the 
hole was there before, even though they know you're a rabid 
anti-smoker. This is also the person who doesn't own up to eat
ing the bar ofchocolate that you've been keeping in the fridge, 
saving for a later date.The borrower would rather sit on their 

Magneto 14 June 1999 

arse than to go to the supermarket. But they are quite content to 
stuff their face with the food you've had to work extra hours to 
afford because your student allowance is not 
sufficient. 

The inconsiderate flatmate brings home half of 

Courtenay Place for a party at three o'clock in the morning. 
They then proceed to listen to some absolutely vile music wak
ing you up or interrupting your hard slog of study. The hangers
on don't even know the flatmate but traipse their way through 
the flat, calling Europe, messing up the bathroom and perform
ing unspeakable acts in other people's bedrooms.In the morning 
the flat looks like Nata's misfired another bomb, and you end up 
having to clean it up because the flatmate is comatose. 

The messy one is the flatmate who would balk at the 

suggestion that it's their turn to do the two weeks worth of dishes 
covering the entire perimeter of the kitchen. They wouldri't know 
what a vacuum cleaner was if it came up and slapped them in 
the face. They also have a tendency to cover the bathroom with 
the Atlantic Ocean after having a shower and using all the hot 
water. This flatmate is quite possibly one of the worst. Venturing 
into their room is like a trek into no-man's-land. But you wouldn't 
dare because it hasn't been cleaned since the turn of the cen
tury and you fear not coming out alive. Their idea of cleaning 
consists of moving the remote control from one side of the lounge 
to the other. This person usually has dubious hygiene standards, 
so you have to beware of any little surprises they may leave 
lying around. 

If you're unlucky enough to have a flatmate that comprises 
all of these unendearing qualities -move! 

jMagneto Exclusive I 
Flatting with a 

drug dealer 
Tim's flatmate was a drug dealer, selling mostly hooch 

and acid. In the beginning this seemed a good thing- some
one to pay the rent, with an extensive CD collection and 
free herb. 

But as the months went on, Tim found that even free 
spliff couldn't mellow the ensuing flat life. Various forms of 
human rabble, with more piercings and tattoos than your 
average mobster, were continually knocking on the door in 
the small hours trying to "score". Young dudes, with eyes 
redder than your average bull, kept staggering into Tim's 
bedroom, always after midnight, slurring timewarp phases 
like "hey man, any of you cats got any sugar?" 

All the knives were charred black, and Tim could never 
find any tinfoil. He would wake up to find that skinny 
wastoids, overcome with the munchies, had cleaned out the 
fridge. All that was left was roaming cockroaches and 
the dealer's food - one pottle of Ski mango fla-
voured yoghurt. 

Tim finally moved out after almost getting stabbed by his 
strung-out flattie one night. The stoner was cowering in his 
bedroom, completely out of it, after some heavies had 
smashed the windows trying to get in. 

The move was a hard choice, as in the end, free ganja is 
free ganja. 
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LAURILEE MCMICHAEL 

Many people don't cook regularly 
until they go flatting. Once they do, 
many find it unnerving turning out a 
dinner for three or four people. 

The main thing to remember about 
cooking is not to be afraid. Everyone 
prepares a few disasters (gluey rice, 
overcooked noodles, things that have 
to be chipped out of pans) but if you 
persevere things will get easier and 
you' ll become more confident. 

Once you've mastered a few ba
sics, don 't be scared to try new reci
pes. Relatives are good for handing 
out tried and tested dishes, and recipe 
books like the Australian Women 's 
Weekly series are almost idiot-proof. 

If you have the main ingredients 
for a recipe, you don ' t need to panic 
if you haven' t got all the flash little I Nachos: "These make a great weekend tea and keep vegetarians happy" 
extras. These can often be substituted 
for - such as onions for shallots, wa
ter for white wine, and tomato sauce 
for tomato paste or puree. 

It's also OK to change the quanti
ties except for liquids or spices. If the 

I finely chopped fresh tomato 
I tablespoon lemon juice 
Y, finely chopped onion 

Y, punnet sour cream 

recipe calls for 2 onions and you only I. Open the tin of red kidney 
have one, it's not the end of the world. beans and rinse the juice off. Stick 
Similarly you can put in more or less - them in a frying pan over a medium 
meat or veges. If in doubt, taste then heat. 
adjust as required. 2. Add the whole peeled toma-

If you ' re trapped in a flat with 
people who can only cook spaghetti 
bolognaise, try these easy recipes for 
a pleasant change. Quantities are for 
2 people. Just double or treble for 
larger groups. 

Mucho Macho 
Nachos 

1 tin red kidney beans 
I tin whole peeled tomatoes in 
juice 

Big packet corn chips 
Grated cheese - about Y2 grater 
full, more if you like it cheesy 
Chilli sauce 
I or 2 avocados 

toes, includingjuice, to the pan. Cook 
the tomatoes and the beans together, 
stirring occasionally, till most of the 
juice has evaporated and the mixture 
is reasonably thick. Add ch1lli sauce 
to taste. 

3. Slice the avocado in half and 
remove the stone. Scoop the flesh out 
into a bowl and mash. 

4. Add the chopped fresh to
mato and onion (optional) to the 
mashed avocado. Squeeze in the 
lemon juice and add a touch more 
chilli sauce. Voila! You've just made 
guacamole! 

5. Arrange the corn chips on a 
plate. Sprinkle the grated cheese on 
top and grill till melted. 

6. Scoop the bean and tomato 
mixture onto the chips, pile the 

guacamole on top and crown the 
whole lot off with a big dollop of sour 
cream. 

The avocado is ripe if it gives a bit 
when you squeeze it gently. Don 't 
worry if your supermarket only sells 
hard ones. They ripen up after a few 
days at home. 

For extra spice substitute a can of 
chilli beans for the kidney beans. If 
you do this, don 't rinse the chilli beans. 

Easy Chicken 
Curry 

1 sliced onion 
2 cloves garlic, chopped 
I tablespoon oil 
200 grams stir fry chicken 
2 tablespoons brown sugar 
I dessertspoon curry powder 
I sliced green pepper ( capsicum) 
I tin whole peeled tomatoes in 

juice 

1. Fry the onion and garlic in the 
oil on a medium heat until soft. 

2. Add the chicken and fry, stir
ring occasionally until cooked (if you 
cut a piece open it should be white all 

the way through). 
3. Add the brown sugar and 

curry powder and stir for a minute to 
let the sugar melt. 

4. Add the tomatoes and juice 
and the green pepper and continue to 
cook for another 5-10 minutes, stir
ring occasionally. 

5. Once most of the tomato juice 
has evaporated, serve on a bed of rice. 

I Beef Stroganoff I 
I tablespoon tomato paste 
I teaspoon beef stock powder 
I teaspoon cornflour mixed in \4 
cup water 
200 grams wiener-schnitzel or 
steak, sliced into thin strips 
I tablespoon butter 
I sliced onion 
6-8 mushrooms -more if you 
want 
Y, cup sour cream 

1. Mix the beef stock powder, 
cornflour, tomato paste and water in 
a small bowl. 

2. Cook the meat with 3/., of the 
butter on a high heat in the frying pan 
until it loses its red colour. This will 

Good things 
about buckets: 

Things to grow in your bucket Likes 

They're portable when you move flats 
They come in different colours 

They're cheap- 99c at the Warehouse 

Drawbacks: 
You still have to water them every few 
days and feed them every few months 

Parsley Rich in iron and vitamin C Damp, rich soil 
Let it seed for a constant supply 

NZ Spinach Perennial native. Easy to grow from seed Sandy soil 

Basil Wait until spring Sun, shelter 

take only a minute or two. Remove 
and set aside. 

3. Turn down the heat a bit and 
fry the onions in the remaining butter 
until soft. Add the mushrooms and cook 
until hot, stirring occasionally. 

4. Tip the stock and tomato mix
ture into the pan and stir until it thick
ens. 

5. Return the meatto the pan just 
before serving and stir in the sour 
cream. 

6. Serve on a bed of rice with 
some greens on the side. 

I How to cook rice I 
Rice is super cheap, very tasty and 

practically cooks itself while you get 
on with the rest of the meal. 

It's normal to have a couple of dis
asters before getting the hang of it. 
Don' t despair if you serve up gluggy 
rice on the first few occasions. 

Everyone has their own way of 
cooking rice. The two golden rules to 
observe are avoid using too much 
water and don ' t overcook it. 

This quantity serves 2 people. 

I cup rice 
big pinch of salt 

Put the rice in a sieve and rinse 
three times with cold water. This will 
help stop it going gluggy. 

Put the rinsed rice and the salt in a 
largish pot with a ti gilt fitting lid. Add 
enough cold water so that when you 
put your finger in on top of the rice the 
water comes up to your first finger 
joint. -Bring to the boil and then turn it 
right down to low. Wait 10-15 minutes. 
Avoid the temptation to lift the pot lid. 
The rice should make a faint hissing 
noise when it's ready. 

If the rice goes gluggy you can res
cue it. Rinse thoroughly in a sieve un
der cold water and then pour a jug full 
of boiling water through it to re-heat. 

Natural Habitat 

Banks and walls
a little shady 

The beach 

Mediterranean 

You will need: 
Potting mix- need not be expensive 

either. 

Lettuce Best over winter. You can fit about 3 per bucket Water- or it will go bitter Ditches, river banks 

Cut or stab some holes in the bottom 
of the bucket, cover with a layer of 

gravel or chunks of brick or concrete 
Then fill with potting mix up to 2/3, 

put in the plant, 
fill up to 2-3cm below the top, 

firm it down and water. 
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Rosemary Take a cutting- put in water until roots grow. Sun Mediterranean 

Tussock The ultimate bucket plant- thrives on neglect Neglect Traffic islands 

Spring When you buy them, cut and use the green tops 
onions and plant th~ white bits with the roots. Damp, rich soil 
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Surly Dag-Boy. •• 
featuring Holly Surly Dag-Boy 

Having just finisjied 
atching my "Best of Coun

Calendar" video again I 
ad that homesick feeling 

back, like blowflies on a 
ewe's bum. I decided to 
ing the olds in Rakaia to let 
em know how the city was 
·eating me. 

I got on the blower, dialled the 
number- one short, two longs - and 
set to waiting for me Ma to answer. 

"Hullo. Dagboys," she said. 
"Dad," I said. Mum appreciates 

it when I get straight to the point. 
"Son," he says. 
"Dad," I say. 

·"Good then?" 
"As rain," I say 
"Right. I'll get your Mother 

then." 
"Cheers Dad," I say, glad we have 

such a good relationship. 

Mum gets back on and I start to 
tell her about how things are going. 
She worries about me sometimes. I 
know cause I used to walk in on her 
and Barry ( our farmhand who Mum 
is always talking to) and when she 
saw me she would say, "Son you re-

ally do worry me, if only your Father I jumped out quicker than a randy 
knew." bull into a harem of heifers. "I got no 

tolerance for blokes that hit women 
So I know it's best to talk to her and this one did a real number on 

every now and then, cause Barry can't Holly," I said to Mum. 
be expected to keep it up all the time. 

''Look mate," I said, but I couldn't 
I set to telling her 

With Holly looking like she hadn't 
cooked the eggs I knew sorting in a 
jiffy was something I definitely 
needed. 

I went totally against my principles 
i,md asked for directions then headed 

straight for the PM - which I 
figured meant Panel Man. about what happened the -----------------

other day when me and "Me and Holly've been rear ended," I 
Holly (my 1971 Hol~en say, "and something better be done to 
HQ) were out for a dnve. f" ·t ,, 

IX I. 

This situation was as big as 
they came and I drove right 
up front, I strolled in, and de
manded to see someone. I got I told her how it was 

steamier than a rabbit warren so I had 
decided to take a cruise to the beach, 
give Holly a bit of a blowout. 

Mum understands all about that 
and sometimes if no one:s taken the 
4x4 out for a while her and Rex ( our 
other farm hand) take it for a spin. 
She says it's important to clean the 
exhaust at least once a week. 

I was saying how things are dif
ferent here and what trouble I was 
having trying to nest a bird and my 
trip to the beach was s'posed to fix 
that small problem. 

. But you see I never made it to the 
beach cause this bus came right up 
my backside before I knew what was 
happening. 

carry on. This bloke had the sort of 
face you cover with your Levis. Geez, 
me guts turned like beef in a mincer. 

directed to this funny little guy who 
looked like a cross between a gnome 
and a prune. 

"Lookmate,"ltriedagain, "you're "Me and Holly've been rear 
in the wrong here, me bum's all shot ended," I say, "and somethirig better 
to hell. This is the deal: you rammed be done to fix it." 
me and I want cash." 

"Fair enough," me Mum said, 
''that's what I say." Me and Mum are 
real alike. Anyways Mr Myxamotosis 
says all rammings have to be sorted 
at Head Office so I'd have to go 
there. 

Me Dad had told me Wellington 
was home of The Head Office and to 
go there if "someone mucks you 
round. Straight to the PM son - you 'II 
be sorted in a jiffy." 

His face lights up like a possum in 
a bush fire. "Follow me he says" and 
he took me to a big room full of peo
ple. 

''Before I had time for pudding they 
had me standing in front of this table 
with about ten microphones on it and 
they were asking me questions about 
my ramming," I said to Mum. 

"l charge $3 .95 per minute for 
that," she said, but it was too late 

cause I had already done it for free. 

"Mr Dag-Boy," someone said. 
"Who exactly was involved in the 
incident." 

I proceeded to tell them about the 
incident and how me and Holly were 
pretty shook up as we'd only been in 
the city a few months and how vio
lated we both felt. 

I try to describe the guy who 
rammed us but could only remember 
the pain and that he was so ugly it 
made me sick and how he said all 
rear endings were taken care of at 
head office. 

Everyone gasped and quickly 
started writing things down and call
ing people on their cell phones. "I 
didn't know a car crash could cause 
so much fuss," I said to my Mum. 

Well I never did ·get Holly sorted 
but since that day about half a dozen 
blokes in suits have come around 
with wads of cash for me "if I keep 
quiet''. 

"No problem mate," I say and try 
to thank them but they always run 
off quicker than they appeared. 

*The Big $5 Challenge* PHONENET 
BY HANNAH ZWARTZ 

Living on a student loan or benefit can be 
hard. Then again, why not take it as a chal
lenge to see how far you can stretch it. Our 
team scoured the town to see what you can do 

these days for $5 ... 

The $5 meal out -There are still places in 
Wellington where you can eat out for $5. There's 
always fish and chips, or you can try the $5 
special at the Bandong Country Kitchen, 134 
Cuba St. 

A bit further down, towards the craft shop, 
is the new Vegetarian cafe where a variety of 
meals are $5 per bowl. Aranya's House, just 
up from the Rialto in the old Wakefield Market, 
also do a rice and soup deal for $5. 

The $5 meal in - Whole fish sell for about 
$5 at Cook Strait Seafoods ( at Moore Wilsons) 
or the fish factory in Cuba Street. Baked in the 
oven, fried or barbecued, this is a good sized 
meal for several people. 

Ten Cent Salad: Grate carrots, toss in some 
fried mustard seeds or nuts, and squeeze on 
some lemon juice, 

Twenty cent soup: The ultimate winter com
fort food. Fry an onion with garlic, black pep
per, and any other spice you like. Add half a 
cup of red lentils and four or five chopped up 
spuds, a can of tomatoes, and cover with wa
ter. _S immer until soft, add soy sauce. 

The $5 Outfit -This might be pushing it a 
bit, even for serious scrooges. But the op shops 
out in the suburbs are cheaper than those in 
town. Try Kilbirnie, Hataitai, Miramar, 
Newtown or Petone. 
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$5 Fun -A $5 date might seem stingy, but it 
beats staying at home. There's always Te Papa, 
then a stroll around the waterfront, followed by 
a steamy spa or sauna at Freyberg, which costs 
$3. 

Tuesday night you can get two glasses of 
bubbly at Bodega for $5, or two pints of beer at 
the Valve with enough change for a couple of 
Sante bars. 

The underground arcade on the corner of 
Taranaki and Dixon Streets has the old 1970's 
spacie games for the old price of20 cents. 

Or hire a video, and make your own pop
corn. 

CDs cost $1 to hire from the library, 
bestsellers are $4 and most of the other stuff is 
free. 

$5 Around Town-If you haven't visited the 
Island Bay Marine Laboratory yet, you are in 
for a treat. It is on the road near to Owhiro 
Bay, and is open the first weekend of every 
month. Tanks offantastically coloured sea crea
tures, pregnant male seahorses, and a rock-pool 
of stuff you can pick up and play with.And it's 
free. 

lfyou don't have a car, you can get there 
by bus. A Daytripper ticket is $5 and gives you 
unlimited bus travel for the day. After 9am, you 
can take along two children as well. For routes 
and timetables, ph.801 7000 

Other places to go on the bus- Otari or Bo
tanic Gardens for bush walks, Breaker Bay for 
beach walks, Wrights Hill in Karori. 

$5 Gifts - Where better for a spree than 
the $2 shop. You could get a mini fan to dry 
your nail polish, an automobile beverage holder, 
photo frames, or a million other things you didn't 
know you needed. 

$750 

$5 

173 Cuba Street 

Open 1 Oam - 1 Opm 
EVERYDAY 

Specials! 
Students (with current ID) 

Evening (7pm - 1 Opm) 

LIMITED TIME ONLY 
cb,11-ges p11ced per hour 

Q. Sick of squabbling over flat toll bills .... P 

A. Voyager phone cards can be used from your home phone! 

TALK MORE 
PAYLESS 
ANYTIME · 

•2 ' 5 ' 10.J.20 s30 $50 
AVA llA.§L E 

' .. 11,,, •••. ,: 
:-_-__,:"" ~·0.:t:f' 

•, / <~ 
VO't-'GLH PHONE CARO I 

NATIONAL • AUSTRALIA UK, USA & CANADA JAPAN • KOREA • CHINA • 

Contact us for infrmnation on Personal Accmmts 

~etdA diet a,uadab/e! 
Ph: + 64 4 382-8030; Fax: + 64 4 382-8029 

Email: phonenet@xtra.co.nz; Http://phonenet.virtualave.net 
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Getting Pissed Quick·ly 
-with the Drink Shrink 

When I left home with dreams of 
drinking stardom, many people 
laughed at such a goal, labelling me 
"mongrel", "meathead" and "lout". 
Now seven years later it is I wno laugh 
when they come to me, Dr Reeb, for 
drinking advice. 

Becoming the first doctor special
ising in the science ofDrinking Games 
took hard work, dedication and plenty 
offlu tablets to alleviate post-alcoholic 
drinking pains. Now, the road trav
elled, I feel I can share my journey 
with the uninitiated in a hope to spread 
the joy. 

During my first year of study, things 
were kept quite simple. I took just 
the one paper, titled Next 101. After 
six months of constant practice the 
game came as second nature. 
Playable with a crowd, or by yourself, 
the game involved standing in a line 
with a pint of lager. The first person 
in the line would consume their drink 
as fast as possible and call "next''. On 
this, the next person in the line would 
then start drinking and the game con
tinued until everyone in the room had 
drunk. 

The second year was harder, and 
though I never regretted my choice 
of vocation, I sometimes longed for 
the simplicity of Next. We had to 
master two games over the year. Ar
rogance 203 sorted out the men from 
the boys. This game took nerves of 
steel and the dexterity of a gymnast. 
The game starts off with an empty jug 
and at least one slab of beer. The first 
person pours an amount of beer into 
the jug and then flips a coin. If you 
managed to call the flip correctly, you 
handed the jug on with your beer still 

in it. If you pick the flip wrong, you 
have to scull the beer. If you drop the 
coin you have to scull, if you flip out 
of turn you scull, if you have a funny 
style you scull. Second year was 
tough and this game was only half of 
it. 

We were also expected to master 
the art of Famous Names. This in
volves someone saying a famous name 
and the next person in the line having 
to say another famous name. The 
catch is this: the second famous per
son's first name must start with the 
same letter as the first famous per
son's second name. 

If you said a name like Mickey 
Mouse (both names same letter) the 
direction of the game was changed. 
This game had the "Drink while you 
think" rule which meant the quicker 
you were with a name the less you 
had to drink. I consumed 23 dozen 
lagers mastering Famous Names. 

My third year is a blur and the only 
thing I have to remember it by is my 
own labelled barstool at the Fitz. 

Study took a serious tum in fourth 
year and, by the end, I found people 
were becoming attracted to me for my 
drinking game prowess. It was dur
ing this year I decided to become a 
Doctor of Drinking. 

The games I encountered in my 
next three years should only be at
tempted by those who have mastered 
the games already mentioned. My 
first foray into postgraduate drinking 
games was called Nods. Nods is a 
silent version of Bottles and Caps but 
involves greater concentration and 

observation. Sitting in a group the first 
person nods in one direction. This nod 
is equivalent to saying "one" and the 
nods carry on until the number five 
when the person has to shake their 
head instead. All numbers with five 
in them or a multiple of five must be 
treated to a shake. Similarly, all num
bers with seven in them or a multiple 
of seven must be given a revers.e nod. 
This changes the direction. A highly 
stressful game, I based my thesis on 
this one and still only partially under
stand it. 

Ever fearful of overstepping the 
mark and facilitating irresponsible 
drinking, I feel I can only mention one 
other game. Called "I never" this 
game is great for those wanting to find 
something out about the people they 
are drinking with. It involves a per
son saying something they have never 
done; i.e. "I have never been attracted 
to four legged animals." 

Now if a person in the group has 
been attracted they must stand up and 
take a drink. If you have any suspi
cions and want them confirmed this is 
the game for you. Unfortunately, it's 
also the game that resulted in me be
ing struck off the medical register! 

Other games you may wish to find 
out about once the above have been 
mastered: Hey Gary, One Monkey, 
Three Man, Mexican, Concentration 
or Ship Came Into the Harbour. This 
can be easily done by consulting my 
latest textbook - 10 I Ways to Alco
holism. 

Well that's it from Dr Reeb, I'm 
off for a beer. 

Ask Aunty 
Agatha 
Dear Aunty Agatha, 
I've been seeing this babe, who 

says "let's be friends". I can handle 
that, but when I invited some friends 
around for dinner she offered to help 
cook. She's even taken an interest in 
getting to know my mother! I don't 
get it. Is there potential here for some
thing deeper than friendship or not? 

Stymied 

Dear Stymied, 
Sorry to smash your dreams but 

you don't stand a chance. Your 
babe has obviously become a vic
tim of Easy Peasy '.s latest series. 
What you are experiencing is the 
desperate need of this woman to 
cook and entertain. Basically, you 
have little to do with anything. If 
you want to get in her good books, 
hunt down some exotic spices or 
cooking oils. Otherwise, if you 
can 't handle the heat of a platonic 
friendship - get out of the kitchen. 

Dear Aunty Agatha, 
I'm at my wits end. My life has 

become hell. I play footy every Sat
urday, but have a flatmate who is a 
prolific Friday night scorer. I don't 
have a problem with this, as by the 
size of the condom pile in the rubbish 
bin, she is at least practising safe sex! 
The problem is that every time I go 
to have a shower on Saturday mom
ing;either her Friday night score is in 
the bathroom - or they both are. It's 
driving me bonkers! The resulting 
stress has seen me go from a first 
team starter to becoming a reserve 
for the club's second team. What can 
I do? I love my flat and would feel 
rude saying anything. 

Stressfully yours, 
Rugby head 

Dear Rugbyhead, 

I 
I 

As I see it you have two options. 
Firstly, have you considered scor
ing yotr flatmate yourself? That 
way you'll have free run at the 
bathroom. Forget the "don't screw 
the crew" mandate in this in
stance. Think of your rugby and 
follow your conscience. Alterna
tively, you could go out and score 
- try to find a girl whose flat has 
two bathrooms. 

Finally, whatever happens, tell 
your flatmate to flush! Who the hell 
stockpiles used condoms in the 
rubbish bin??? 

Dear Aunty Agatha, 
I'm on a third-generation pill. I'm 

a bit worried about blood clots but 
my boyfriend c\oesn't want me to 
change. He's heard that second-gen
eration pills cause weight gain mood 
swings, and acne. What can I do? I 
love my man butl don't want to die! 

Help, 
Pill-Girl 

Dear Pill-Girl, 
Teach your boyfriend that it 

doesn't take a pill to gain weight, 
break out and be a bitch. 

Eat a couple of pizzas a day 
and practise snarling. 

Worshipping, Romancing and Drinking - The GKP 

BY DR PHIL OVIT 

My colleagues and I recently 
became aware of a strange rite of 
passage within New Zealand soci
ety, known by its participants as 
the Great Kiwi Party (GKP). I be
came determined to uncover the 
deepest mysteries of this most so
cial of scenes. 

Covert participant observation 
seemed to me to be the most logical 
method of study. 

Like all professional anthropolo
gists, I understood the importance of 
choosing appropriate attire in order to 
remain disguised. I donned my favorite 
loungesuit and entered the GKP un
detected. The following are my ob
servations: 

Worship 
As I entered the gathering I was 

drawn to the aluminium alcohol god, 
'Keg' the centre of the room. Keg 
stood about 80cm high (not unlike 
Twinky from Buck Rogers). An inner 
circle of thirsty, male initiates fiercely 
guarded him. 

Keg was not human and was face
less. However, he did have a nose
like feature, which was vigorously 
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Homo Erectus at worship at the GKP 

pumped by the disciples. Sacred, 
golden liquid then flowed from his 
mouth. 

The first foamy offerings from Keg 
were rejected by the disciples and 
sacrificed to Mother Earth. Once the 
liquid began to flow from Keg it was 
eagerly distributed amongst party 
goers and accepted with expressions 
of pleasure and praise, such as "you 
beauty!" and "ahhhh sweet!" 

The sacred, golden liquid was vi
tal to the success of the party, in fact 
many partygoers told me it was the 
sole reason for the gathering. 

The liquid appeared to numb the 
partygoers' inhibitions and loosen their 

jaws. Some were transformed into 
world experts on contemporary sport
ing issues. Others were overcome 
with joy, and gyrated and contorted 
their bodies as though in a trance. 
Through careful observation I con
cluded that the movements of the 
worshippers bore no relation to the 
rhythms coming from the wire-

less 

Mating 
One participant slurred to me that 

"alcohol (the sacred liquid) is essen
tial for mating - alcohol was invented 
so ugly people could get laid." His 

comment intrigued me and I decided 
to investigate the importance of mat
ing in the GKP. 

All who took part agreed that the 
party is an ideal place to meet a mate 
because of the "comfortable surround
ings". One partygoer commented to 
me that in comparison, pubs are a 
"seedy" venue to find potential mates. 
He said, however, that bars are more 
anonymous. 

The GKP provided venue options 
to seal any new alliance. The avail
ability of rooms was convenient for 
partygoers. One GKP regular recom
mended the garden shed. I located the 
garden shed and discovered that it 
provided a rustic environment com
plete with tools. 

"Drinking games" involving the 
sacred liquid were provided for those 
unable to find a mate. Partygoers said 
that such group activities are an 
adrenalin alternative when conversa
tions and music are not conducive to 
coupling. Participation in drinking 
games allowed partygoers to consume 
alcohol quickly. Their confidence was 
boosted and many attempted seduc
tion a second time. 

I noted that drinking games were 
predominately a male domain. Males 
achieved hero status by being able to 
consume large quantities of alcohol 

while maintaining enough composure 
to recite the current All Black squad 
in alphabetical order. Their lack of 
prowess in mating rituals was over
looked by fellow initiated males in this 
instance. 

Conclusions 
Through careful observation and 

vigorous analysis, 1 conclude that the 
GKP is a complex social phenomenon. 
It is a sophisticated rite of passage, 
with elements ofheroism and romance, 
which is tinged with religious iconic 
imagery. 

~ 
Scorpio 

Oct 23-Nov 21 

You will have a really boring 
month, so you are of no interest to 
me. Try to prove me wrong though, 
by causing a scandal- if the scan
dal involves royalty or Rachel 
Hunter, Scorpios would really 
prove. me wrong. 
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BY ELLEN DAVIES 

The Internet - to most it is merely 
a convenient source of information. 
But for some New Zealanders, it has 
become their main source of social in
teraction. 

Anonymous strangers in 
chatrooms can become surrogate 
friends. It's easy to tell all your se
crets to someone on the other side of 
the world. But in this anonymity lies 
the danger of the Internet. 

Alias and Lies 
Any identity can be assumed, any 

persona adopted. The opportunities 
available in make-believe are infinite, 
and can make for a dangerous emo
tional game. This is the story of one 
person who got too tangled up in the 
web. 

Sarah*, 21, was a student in her 
fourth year at Massey University 
when she logged on to the Net. Think
ing it would be a useful tool in her busi
ness studies degree, she soon found 
that she was spending most of her time 
online in chatrooms. 

She downloaded a system called 
ICQ, where each user is given an iden
tity number and blurb to describe them
selves. 

Entering the '20-something' room, 
Sarah, who described herself as a "21 
year old female from New Zealand, 
likes having fun," soon found herself 
inundated with people wanting to talk 
to her. "It made me feel really popu
lar and interesting, it was so easy to 
get hooked. It was addictive," she said. 

Addiction 
Spending more and more time 

logged on to ICQ, Sarah began to de
velop relationships with the people she 

was 'talking' to. She soon had a sta
ple group of 'friends', who were 
mostly American, and stopped re- ply
ing to any random users who con
tacted her. 

As Sarah became more involved 
with her Internet world, she began to 
distance herself from her real life. 

Romance 
She 'met' a guy, Greg, who was 

studying English at New York Univer
sity. Sarah began to spend her nights 
talking online to Greg for up to five 
hours at a time, usually until three or 
four in the morning. 

Sarah discovered early on that 
Greg was only 19, two years younger 
than her, but the age difference did 
not matter to their online relationship. 
Greg seemed _so much more mature 
than the guys she knew at Massey. 

As the relationship progressed, 
Sarah started skipping lectures as she 
was too tired to make it to uni on time. 
Her flatmates began to get irritated 
by the fact that she was tying up the 
phone, while her friends were an
noyed as she had stopped spending 
time with them. 

Before discovering the Internet, 
Sarah had always been the first to 
suggest a night of drinking and 
partying. But now, hanging out with 
her friends was unappealing as it 
meant she would miss out on talking 
to Greg. 

Love? 
The situation culminated when 

Sarah's feelings for Greg were so 
strong that she could think about I ittle 
else. Feeling they were in love with 
each other, the pair swapped phone 
numbers and began to talk on the 
phone. 

Their conversations were deep and 

lliJIIJ@!iiJ@(}@al!f@~flJy/!@ 

PHOTO BY BERNIE NAPP 

Beware the small screen romance - Sarah's dream 
internet man turned into a real life nightmare 

personal. Greg confided in Sarah about 
his difficult childhood- both his par
ents had died when he was a child. 
Sarah told him about her own insecu
rities. "We talked about everything. It's 
so easy to be so open. You feel you 
can really be yourself because you 
don't think you're ever going to meet 
them." 

But the relationship became so in
tense that Sarah and Greg felt they 
had to see each other in person so that 
they could either move on with their 
lives or be together. After agonising, 
they decided they would meet. 

Initially it was planned that Sarah 
wouldflytoNewYork, but her family 
fiercely objected due to the element 
of danger. After all, to them, Greg was 
merely a stranger. So it was decided 
Greg would come here - only three 
weeks after even knowing that Sarah 
existed, Greg booked plane tickets to 
come to New Zealand. 

First Glance 
Despite criticism that Sarah was 

crazy, and friends' predictions that it 
would never happen, six weeks later 
Greg arrived in Wellington. The result 

A tale _of 'junkies, felafels & flatties' 

BY MATT RILKOFF 

He died with a felafel in 
his hand - _John Birming
ham, Published by Duffy 
and Snellgrove 1994. RRP 
$17.95 

Bring back scunge, crazy flat
mates, drugs, filth, booze, police raids, 
daytime TY, mince pies, mouldy plates 
and broken beer bottles. 

Long live food banks, Hare 
Krishna's, pizza delivery, pube infested 
soap, bucket bongs and parties three 
days old. 

He died with a falafel in his 
hand is a must-read for anyone ex
perienced in the delights offlatting. 

For those thinking about taking the 
big step out of home this book may 
scare you back to the womb or has
ten your departure. 

Set in Australia during the early 
nineties, the author takes us through a 
seemingly endless number of houses, 
and even more flatmates. 

At an estimate, the journey lasts 
about five years. Along the way you 
will recoil in disgust, wallow in pity, 
shout in triumph and laugh (always) 
in recognition. 

Most people will have encountered 
similar flatting and social situations, 
though probably never looked at them 
with such a sense of nostalgia and 
humour. 

The book is not all parties and good 
times. Early in the second chapter 
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John proves he can elicit the odd bleary 
eye. 

Of the perfect flat he says: ''Never 
holds together. Somebody moves on, 
or loses their mind, or dies with a felafel 
in his hand and you're on the road 
again." 

"John stop, please," I thought as a 
tear splashed loudly, in slow motion, 
on the polished wood floor. I had once 
been part of a perfect flat and it's true 
- they never last. 

But where is the fun in perfection? 
John knows that fun is in the filth and 
takes you through a life ofutter con
fusion, destruction (self and other
wise) and unpaid bills. 

If anything, you as a reader can 
marvel at his ability to pack up and 
find a new place within hours. I take 
at least three days with the help of a 
truck whereas John takes three min
utes with the aid of a plastic bag. 

A sorry miserable state, or life un
fettered by meaningless material pos
sessions? Methinks the latter. 

Perhaps the greatest achievement 
of this book is what it brings back. 
Past flatting experiences can now been 
seen in a whole different light. 

Filth becomes freedom, bad trips 
become minor downers and horror 
flatmates become long lost friends. 
Nostalgia for the not-so-old. 

He brings sophistication to slum- Take this book with cans of beer, 
ming, drinking, farting and life with a packet of cigarettes and as many 
few possessions. cones as you can muster. 

of the meeting was not favourable. 

The couple, who had felt they 
"knew each other inside out", were 
no longer able to live in a delusionary 
universe. Sarah found Greg irritating, 
and the age difference, which she 
thought did not matter, became pro
nounced. 

In person Greg was opinion

ated, and the cultural differences be
came clear - he was so American. 
Aftei: the first week of his visit Sarah 
found herself counting down the days 
till he was due to fly home. Four 
months later, they have exchanged only 
a handful of emails since. 

Sarah believes that a number of 
factors contributed to the breakdown 
of their relationship. "Physical appear
ance became important when I didn't 
think it was." 

She found that she and Greg had 
different perspectives on what their 
relationship was about. "He was so 
full-on, it scared me." 

Reality 
Sarah is now sceptical about the 

validity of Internet romances. "Be
cause you don't meet the person face 
to face, it's too idealistic. 

You can make them anything you 
want them to be in your mind. They 
seem so perfect. You build them into 
something they're not." 

These days Sarah has deleted the 
ICQ chatroom from her computer. 
She says that from now on, she's go
ing to stick to real relationships in the 
real world. 

* Nam~s have been changed to 
protect identity. 

Sagitlarius 
Nov 23 - Dec 22 

Alien pregnancies fea
ture highly this month, so 
ifyoudon'twantkids, stay 
away from anything green 
and slimy. Venus and Mars 
contain hidden treasures, 
so flag down that UFO 
and blast off to space and 
your new-found riches. 
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Sex in the 90s is a complicated matter. With our fast paced way of life, finding true love, or even just a roll in the hay, isno easy 
feat. So when you do finally meet someone and manage to get them into the sack (or the back seat of the car) it's imp>rtant to 
get it right. Being safe is important. This _makes the condom the ultimate and final tool of seduction. So how do we make suie we 
don't lose it at the final hurdle? - Sex Reporter Laurilee McMichael reveals all in a Magneto EXCLUSIVE. 

Can you put a condom on 
your fist? Why would you want 
to? Why is it so hard to find 
the wrapper after sex? What's 
with those new 'hands-free' 
condoms? Why do banana 
condoms taste like soap and 
not bananas? 

Everyone knows condoms are safe 
sex essentials for those who are sexu
ally active. They're small, cheap and 
"featherlite" and come in all shapes 
and colours. 

But condom etiquette can be tricky 
to negotiate. Here are a few hints and 
tips. 

Condom Location 
Keeping condoms handy, as rec

ommended by safe sex advocates, is 
an excellent idea but fraught with dan
ger. It's good to have a few on the 
bedside table, some in the bathroom 
and even one or two by the front door. 

Having several in your handbag or 
backpack is commendable too, but 
beware that it can lead to the undigni
fied spectacle of scrabbling through 
latex prophylactic devices in front of 
shopkeepers, colleagues or tutors in 
search ofmoney/keys/biro. 

If you're the kind of person who 
gets a thrill out of roadsides and rest 
area interludes, a few condoms dis-
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creetly scattered around the car are a 
must. However, weigh up the advan
tage of convenient access against the 
possi~lity of some low life stealing 
your car and adding insult to injury by 
having sex in it. Replace them regu
larly and have the back seat 
scotchguarded. 

Opening moments 
Everyone knows the only way to 

get a condom wrapper off is to tear it 
with your teeth. If you do this right, 
you'll look exciting, sexy and wild. If 
you do this wrong, you can wind up 
choking on the little tom bit off the top. 
Not a good image for impressing your 

rate too highly in the foreplay stakes. Dos and don 'ts 
( compiled with help from the New 

Don't Flush Zealand AIDS Foundation). 

Let's get something straight. Flush
ing used condoms down the toilet is 
disgusting. Bad for the environment, 
bad for the plumbing and bad if it won't 
flush and you have to reach in and 
scoop it out- especially if the flatmates 
haven't cleaned the loo for a while. 

DO findt brand of condom that I 
is comforta le for you. A wide range, 
is available. ost men claim they need 
the large size. 

I DO keep condoms handy. You 
can get lots of basic brand condoms 

But disposing of them in the rub- / such as Durex for next to nothing with 
bish bin can be tricky too. It's best to a prescription from Family Planning 
dig a little hole and discreetly deposit or your doctor. Carry some wherever 
the condom among the chicken bones you go. 
and rotting orange peel. 

Condoms in the Family 
If staying with relatives, condoms 

can be a minefield of danger. One!) 
finished with the thing, what dd 
you do? 

The first step should always be tb 
secure the contents of the condom by 
tying a knot in it. Then locate the 
wrapper by scrabbling amongst the 
scattered sheets and blankets (don't 
forget the little tom bit off the top). 

Next ensues a hissed argument 
about whose job it is to sneak out to 
the kitchen to dump it in the rubbish. 
And this is where things get difficult 
- get dressed (which is a drag), or 
sneak out and take the chance ofbe-

I 

DO learn how to put a condom 
on a penis. Practice on your own and 
make any mistakes in private. If you 
haven't got one, use a banana. 

DO respect and protect yourself 
- if someone won' t use one, your 
health is more important than keep
ing that person. 

DO use water-based lubricant. It 
lessens the chance of the condom 
breaking. 

DO incorporate condoms into 
lovemaking in general. Use them in 
foreplay so they are part of what's 
going on. Have them there and ready 
either from the words "go" or "how 
about a shag?" 

ing discovered absolutely starkers by 
Openingcondomswithfalseteeth a prospective in-law O O r DOhavesomecondomsandlube 

must be hell. Snipping open the wrap- A ty Gertrud r y u handy inside the front door for those 
per with a little pair of scissors doesn't un e. particularly hot dates. When you start 

tearing each other 's clothes off as 
soon as you walk in, running to the 
bathroom with pants around your an
kles is very unsexy. 

DON' T carry condoms in your 
wallet or the car glovebox. The rub
ber will perish. Keep them in your 
pocket or somewhere away from di
rect heat. This rules out storage on 
the mantelpiece. 

DON'T put a condom on if the pe
nis ( or banana) isn't fully erect. It's 

DON'T use oil instead of water
based lube. It'll destroy the condom 
within a minute. Remember, oil is to 
condoms as pitbulls are to posties. 

DON'T use two condoms at once 
( double-bagging). They're more likely 
to break. One is safer and much bet
ter value. 

DON'T use flavoured and col
oured condoms for intercourse. 
They're weaker and the flavour will 
cause irritation or stinging. If you must 
snack during sex, it's better to use fla
voured lube with normal condoms. 
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Legalise it? 
Editor Bernie Napp says 

YES! 

The real answer to the "drug prob
lem" is to legalise them - the whole 
lot, heroin, amphetamines, cocaine, 
LSD, datura, mushrooms, ecstasy, 
mescalin ... 

You'd think the Government 
would have done this by now. They're 
a free market crowd. They are world 
leaders in opening our markets and 
selling off our assets. How about 
some leadership on drugs? 

Basically, the Government is gut
less. Every year, they ask "shall we 
legalise dope?" and do nothing. They 
would rather spend megabucks fight
ing a problem that won't go away. If 
anything, the "drug problem" is only 
getting worse. 

The benefits of legal drugs are 
obvious. Dealing would disappear 
overnight. Prices would drop like a 
stone. You'd get better quality of 
product. People would use clean nee
dles. 

''All the crime to feed the 
habit would go. " 

As at November 1997, 360 peo
ple were in prison on drug charges, 
7.3 per cent of the total. They could 
walk free and make way for others 
who really should be in jail - greedy 
politicians, corporate crooks. All the 
crime to feed the habit would go: bur
glaries, prostitution, robbery. 

In 1997/98,policespent$141 mil
lion on alcohol and drug-related law 
enforcement and education. $33.7 
million of that, or 24 per cent, was 
spent addressing drug dealing and 
possession. Police would be free to 
spend these funds on doing 
their real job, like catching burglars, 
thieves, keeping the streets safe, law 
and order. 

Imagine a one-stop shop where 
you could decide whatever drug you 
wanted to get ripped on. You're go
ing to a rave, so you get some ec
stasy. You've been invited to a bor
ing dinner party, how about a few 
joints to whack you out. A few friends 
are getting together for a bit of fun, 
so you need a batch of San Pedro 
cactus to get you going. 

The field would be wide open to 
invent new drugs. One that will make 
you think your loved one is Elle 

MacPherson, or Antonio Banderas, or 
whoever takes your fancy. 

The rubber stamp bureaucrats and 
churchgoers say this would be the end 
of society. Alcoholism is a problem in 
Ne·w Zealand, they say, so legal drugs 
would be even worse. Far from it. 

Of people aged 14-65 in an Alco
hol and Public Health Research Unit 
survey in 1995, nine per cent drank 
half of all alcohol consumed, and 
caused half of alcohol-related prob
lems. That means 91 per cent of 14-
65 year-olds are ok. 

You can't go to work or school 
pissed as a chook, so you won't be able 
to go along fried out of your brain ei
ther. The same goes for driving. Just 
as drinkjng and driving is not on, nei
ther would driving while stoned off your 
face. There would be an age limit too, 
just as there is with drinking or the sale 
of cigarettes. 

The novelty oflegal drugs will wear 
off and people will get bored of frying 
their brain cells on drugs. And for those 
who insist on the miserable life of a 
heroin junkie, they can do it cheaply 
and without breaking the law. 

And if you think this is guesswork, 
look at the Netherlands, where canna
bis and hard drugs are legal. I haven't 
noticed a collapse of their economy or 
society. In fact, this country has one 
of the strongest economies and most 
stable societies in the world. 

But the rubber stamps are hard to 
convince. They are afraid of change 
or new ideas. Teenagers will experi
ment and get addicted to horrible drugs, 
they say. Yes, they will experiment -
as they do now. Some may get ad
dicted, but most won't, and so<;iety 
won't avoid those who are. If it's le
gal, most teens will have a better 
chance of getting back on the rails than 
they do now. 

Ifwe had a wide choice of drugs, 
your average punter would reckon 
heroin or LSD is too dangerous. 
Mushies or cactus would be more fun 
and less damaging, give you less of a 
hang-over. 

Take the baby boomers. They were 
all into drug experimentation at one 
time. Now look at them. In fact, on 
each packet of joints, or ecstasy, or 
whatever, there would have to be a 
surgeon general's warning saying: 
Danger, exposure to this drug could 
tum you into a capitalist ex-hippie. 

On the face of it, I'm amazed the 
Government doesn't jump on legalis
ing drugs. It would improve health, save 
money, keep people from entering the 
criminal justice system, and enable 
people to make a more informed choice 
about drugs. 
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Mr O£All, 

The offsider speaks 
The snitches 
guide to getting 
up the nose of 
rugby fans. 

BY NICKI HARPER 

Rugby, it's a game enjoyed by thousands ofNew Zea
landers, whether they be players or spectators, and pro
vides a collective sense of national pride. 

But spare a thought for those of us (you know who 
you are), who just can't cotton onto the game. We've 
had a rough time in this rugby crazed nation of ours and 
it's now time to take the "bull" by the horns and get very 
un-"christian" about this. 

Outlined is a 10-step method to protest against the 
prevailing rugby mentality. Some of you will already be 
using these tactics but for newcomers - a warning: do 
not try this at the crowded rugby match or sports bar, it 
could result in injury inflicted by an angry mob. These 
tips will not make you popular but will give immense per
sonal satisfaction. 

"Start loudly supporting 
the opposite team" 

1: Pretend you've changed your tune and have de
cided to "give rugby a chance". Invite the lads and 
laddesses over to your place to watch the big game. In a 
token of goodwill, say you' 11 provide the food and booze. 

2: During the long, tedious build up to kick-off, casu
ally mention the stories you've been reading in the gloss
ies about how their favourite players have been seen lurk
ing around gay nightclubs. They might not totally believe 
you, but they'll be sweating in a frenzy ofuncertainty as 
to the "bloke" factor of their heroes. 

3: Bring out the food that you've lovingly prepared. 
Sushi and tofu burgers; this will go down like a cup of 
cold sick, but remind your guests that their heroes have 
to watch out for their health and so should they. Your 
self-righteous attitude will be impenetrable. 

4: Kick-off. Feigning interest, start an incessant bar
rage of questions about the rules of the game. They won't 
ignore you as it's such a miracle you're asking and you'll 
very effectively distract them from the game. 

5: Start loudly supporting the opposite team. They 
won't understand your reasoning - that you' re doing it in 
the interests of fair play - and it will really set them on 
edge and decrease their enjoyment of the game. (Note: 
this is a useful technique if you somehow end up in a 
crowded sports bar during a game, it works very nicely 
to clear the area around you). 

6: At halftime, pull out your bulging scrapbook of 
every news report on the misdemeanours of players, such 
as drunken driving, assault, saying incredibly stupid things 
- the list goes on. Force everyone to discuss the bad 
example they're setting for today's youth. They'll hate 
having to admit their heroes aren't perfect. 

7: The second half has started ... tell them the beer 
has run out. 

8: The game is over and the players are being inter
viewed. Mimic them, this is all you need to do. Things 
like: "rugby won on the day", "it's a game of two halves", 
"all credit to the referee", and "the boys did the job on the 
day". In this case the players are digging their own holes 
very effectively. 

9: Miraculously discover you haven't actually run out 
of beer. You know they won't be able to leave until it's 
finished, so this is your chance to work on getting them to 
admit they've got a problem. This is always the first step 
in overcoming any addiction. 

10: Find some new friends . After going through this 
torment, these ones will probably never speak to you again. 
But, hey, it's been worth it 

Lower. the drinking age? Bad idea! 
Lowering 

the drinking 
age is an 
issue being 
discussed 
by many 
adults, but 

how do some 
teenagers feel about 
it? Stephanie Va'a, 
18, says "no". 

After countless car accidents 
where the innocent die and the guilty 
survive, there are people that 
think the age to buy alcohol 
should be lowered! 

Do people want more careless 
drivers out there under the influence 
of alcohol? Because that is what 
will happen if the age to buy alcohol 
is lowered. 

The percentage of crimes commit-

ted by teenagers is increasing, and 
the majority of them are due to alco
hol abuse. Its unfair for hard-work
ing, honest citizens to be victimised 
by drunken teenagers breaking into 
their cars, stealing mail, and vandal
ising and graffiting property! 

What sort of chance do delin
quent drunken teenagers have of de
veloping into responsible adults if they 
get legal access to alcohol? I say 
not much. 
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OR KA~IKAZE PATRIOT? 
Serb leader Slobodan Milosevic, -- 3 .ma.,=- -===a• 'on 

murdering madman or patriot? BILL 
VELLA, a New Zealander of English, 
Irish, Croatian and Kahungunu de
scent reports. 

One hundred and thirty Albanians suf
focate while cramped into a former gun
powder depot near Kosovo's capital 
Prishtina. Another 200 are gunned down 
in a village after they refuse to be rounded 
up by Serb forces. More news bulletins 
of atrocities in the former autonomous 
province ofYugoslavia? 

In fact, the date is late 1945 and Tito's 
Partisans (Marshal Tito was Yugoslavia's 
first Communist leader) were taking re
venge on those suspected of collabora
tion with the occupying Nazi and Italian 
forces. Though such reprisals were oc
curring throughout Yugoslavia, the 
Kosovo Serb population settled scores 
with a ferocity that left the Albanian popu-"' Tito understood that to hold his diverse 
lation simmering with resentment. and hatred-driven state together, he had 

Even Yugoslavia's war allies became to balance the numerous ethnic aspira
disillusioned. Enver Hoxha, the self- tions. So an autonomous Albanian region 
styled Stalinist leader of the Albanian within Serbia was created. In its consti
communists retreated into the mountain- tution were the rights to eventual equal 
ous fortress of modem Albania. Kosovo's statehood within Yugoslavia and if cho
Albanian population was once again at the sen, succession. That the Serbs would 
mercy of Belgrade and the Serbs. never allow this to happen has been 

WELLINGTON POLYTECHNIC STUDENT 
SERVICES TRUST 

ACCOMMODATION 

\ 
Hours: 9.30-4pm (hours can be flexible 

to cope with demand) 
PHONE: 384-2731 

The Service offers:-

• Flatmates wanted 
• Houses and rooms to let 
• Places to board 
• Hostel vacancies 

• Average rent prices 
• Travel routes to and from polytechnic 
• Advice on rent, tenancy laws and bond 
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Serbia after the assassination of Archduke 
Ferdinand by a Serb in Bosnia, starting 
WWI. Austrian forces poured into Alba
nia in pursuit of the retreating Serbs. Af
ter the war, Albania was again friendless, 
surrounded by enemies 

In April 1939 Italy invaded Albania 
while the rest of the world barely noticed. 
In 1943 Mussolini's regime collapsed 
and the Nazis took over. At the end of the 
war 8% of the population were dead, and 
the rest starving. 

In Kosovo, the Albanian population of 
about 1 million people was appeased by 
Tito, while subjugated by his ruthless 
chief of police (a Serbian, Alexander 
Rankovic). 

Tito's communist regime poured 
masses of resources into the Kosovo 
province, one of Europe's poorest. They 

proven true. tried to bribe the Albanians into liking 
Milosevic would rather plunge his them, while also trying to stem the flow 

country into war, than risk being the of people, both Albanian and Serb, out of 
leader who lost Serbia - Yugoslavia's Je- the region. It didn't work in either case. 
rusalem. In 1998 there were 500,000-600,000 

Why are the Serbs determined to keep Kosovar Albanians abroad, driven out by 
one of the poorest parts of Europe under poverty, unemployment and Serbian rule. 
their control? Only 10% of the popula- It was not until 1974 that Albanian lan
tion are Serbian. Most Serbs don't even guage schools and universities existed in 
go there. What pits them against the mili- Kosovo. 
tary might of Nato, and the condernna- Since Tito's death in 1980, Kosovo has 
tion of popular world opinion? been in a state of continuous revolt. 

"History is the repetition of tragedy When I travelled there in July 1989 it was 
and farce," said German philosopher more like an armed camp than a country. 
Hegel. This was never so true as in the No one can deny that since WWII 
Balkans. Since the 6th Century, as Slavs ended Kosovo has seen many cases of 
poured out of the east into Europe, there ethnic intolerance and cruelty by both 
has been tension between them and the sides. But not with the current scale of 
tribes they met. violence, institutionalised and backed by 

Albanians descend from the Illyrian the state. Not the wholesale disposses
tribes that came to the Balkan Peninsula sion of a people. This has been the sole 
t;:ven before the Greeks, and 1000 years preserve of Milosevic'~ regime 
before the Serbs. Pressured by Greeks It cannot be denied that the Serbian 
to the south and Slavs to the east and people have suffered greatly. In Bosnia, I 
north they havt; been fighting the Serbs passed picturesque cliffs where whole 
over Kosovo ever since. villages of Serbs had been pushed off to 

Kosovo itself is the birthplace of the their deaths. But does that excuse what 
Serbian Empire. It is the site of 30 or so ~d-line Serbs in the l 990's have done 
historic monasteries. The Serbian Ortho- i , Bosnia, Croatia, and now Kosovo? 
<lox faith, so closely entwined in the Ser- Formed to protect Europe from the 
bian sense of identity, practically is threat of Communist invasion, Nato's 
Kosovo to a Serb. In 1389, the battle of new rationale is stability in Europe. Apart 
Kosovo Polje (the field of blackbirds), fr~m the destabilising effect of 1.2m 
saw the genesis of today's current situa- refugees, isn't there a moral imperative 
tion. on Nato to help defenseless people from 

The lightly-armed and mobile Ottoman such mediaeval cruelty? 
Turks annihilated the Serbian-led Balkan I Some would say no. Serb apologists 
army. The resulting colonisation lasted deny the scale of atrocities, blame Nato 
over 500 years. The Muslim Ottomans for the refugee crisis or cite old griev
controlled their Christian vassals with ances to justify their barbarous acts. 
both cruelty and ignorance. The Balkans I've heard one New Zealand journalist 
stagnated under the heavy Turkish yoke. say "seal up the borders and lea~e them 
This, the Serbs never forgot. to it", another claim its too late - "it's 

It was not until 1912 that a Greek, Bul- over man" and bleat on about other situ
garian and Serbian combined force ousted ations where there was no UN/world 
the Turk forces and liberated the region. intervention. 
The motives however were questionable, I believe the rest of the world, not just 
as 1913 saw a Balkan war over Macedo- Nato should be firm in stopping such bru
nia and Albania, with each side claiming . tal totalitarianism. 
it for themselves. Nobody likes a war, but after a year 

Serbian forces invaded Albania again of diplomacy that Serbs rejected, 
in 1914, when Austria declared war on Nato has been left. no choice. 
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It's My Party 
BY FRASER ROLFE 

Let there be no doubt, this party belongs to Wellington's Beat Girls. The 
awesome threesome stride on stage to the zesty bass of "Chapel of Love". 
Their beehives and white, crocheted mini-dresses are not the.first clue that 
we have travelled to the sixties. Enormous photos of Beatle-maniac New 
Zealanders adorn the walls. 
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Strong singing and effortless dance char
acterise their performance. "Routine" is no 
way to describe their tightly choreographed 
prancing and whirling. Spontaneous audience 
whoops are encouraged but there is a stern 
warning about attempting to join in. At first, 
anyway. 

A full house packed the smaller of Cir
ca's theatres for the opening night. The front 
rows were tapping their toes on the stage 
itself as the lights rose. The whistle-stop 
rockumentary gives a brief introduction to 
each number. Before long, the Girl Groups 
are left behind. Andrea Sanders, Narelle 
Ahrens and Carolyn Lambourn re-emerge 
with the first of several costume changes as 

sleek, sty lee Mods, then launch into the late sixties. 

Guitarist Billy Watkins also leads some of the Guy songs but the Girls' on
stage presence tends to overwhelm his contribution. There were a few ex
amples of the dreaded Audience Participation but for such a lively show, the 
punters get off lightly. This performance is as close as we are ever likely to 
get to the Real Thing. 

A storm of applause and stamping had the cast shuffling back on-stage 
for an off-the-cuff encore. We rolled out into the night with grins all round 
and "The Do Run Run" ringing in our ears. Upcoming shows are heavily 
booked with the season running until 26 June. 

$25 full-price 
$19 concessions 

The Sojourns of Boy 
BY KATE MANSON 

Squealing tyres and screeching breaks hurled i:i full house headlong into 
the nether world of the Motorway family, in "The Sojourns of Boy," now 
showing at BATS theatre. 

After being involved in an accident Ramona (Bronwyn Bradley) is drawn 
into a strange household, soon finding herself, like the resident Motorway 
family, unable to leave. The mysterious Runty Boy (Greg Matetaka) who 
turned up on the doorstep years ago like "a milk bottle" may hold the answers 
to long unanswered questions and the key to everyone's release. 

This brilliant black comedy, directed by David O'Donnell, is the result of a 
collaboration between two of the major voices in New Zealand theatre, Briar 
Grace-Smith and Jo Randerson. 

In the tradition of the Theatre of the Absurd, this tale of people and the 
inexplicable situations they can find themselves in uses sinister humour and a 
sense of the bizarre to unravel the strange tale of the Motorway family. 

Tight performances and perfect comic timing all round make this a very, 
very funny play. Peter Daube as L.C gives a Faultyesque performance, his 
frustration and confusion at what is going on around him is painfully funny to 
watch. Anne Budd's 'Auntie' is grotesque as she takes on the mannerisms 
of her unfortunate mongrel, snapping and snuffling at the intruders and using 
the wheelchair in which she is confined to almost lethal effect. 

'The Sojurns of Boy' plays at Bats from the 3ro_261h June. Mon-Wed at 
6.30pm, Thurs-Sat at 8pm. Ticket prices $18/ $13 concession. Groups of 10 
ormore$15. 

Bookings: phone BATS on 802 4175. 
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Questions: 
Vox Pops 

a. What can you do in 
Wellington for $5? 

b. How can we make 
Wellington safer? 
How much would you 

1. Anna Priestley, 24, 
8-week catering 
student 

a. Eat some cheap lunch! 
b. Well curfews for kids 

won't work so we 
should give young 
people more to do 
than just hanging in 
the streets. 

c. $200 per hour, no 
less. 

d Flannel shirts and 
moleskins. 

e. Nothing. 

4. Sarah Edmonds, 18, 
1st year secretarial 
student. 

a. Get a day tripper bus 
ticket, buy stuff from the 
$2 shop, buy a kebab. 

b. The police should take 
more of an interest in 
what young people tell 
them. The other night 
my friend was beaten up 
in town, but the police 
didn't even believe her! 

c. Ahhh . . . about a grand 
d They don' t have any 

set look, but definitely 
more sophisticated than 
me! 

e. $15 . .. no $10. 

need to be paid to 
work on this 
millennium's New 
Years Eve? 

d. How can you tell a 

2. Richard Warriner, 
19, t5t year 
automotive student 

a. Buy a jug of beer at 
polytech. 

b. Parents should keep 
better track of what 
their kids are up to. 

c. At least double - $15 
per hour. 

d Bright coloured, tacky 
rags. 

e. I reckon $30 would be 
a fair price. 

5. Damien Waugh, 20, 1st 
year design student. 

a. Cafe type deal, you 
know, a bit of cake and 
a drink. 

typical Massey 
student? 

e. How much would you 
pay to go to ~ rugby 
test match? 

3. Jim Gajaseni, 25, 6 
month hospitality and 
tourism student 

a. Cable car ride 
b. Compared to Thailand, 

where I'm from, 
Wellington seems very 
safe. 

c. $500 an hour 
d. They look cool becaus 

they study at University 
e. I've never been to a 

test match but would 
really like to. I'd pay 
$75. 

6. Andy Hamilton, 19, 
1st year design. 

a. That's hard -you can't 
even get a Big Mac! 
So ... I guess a kebab 
at Abrakebabra. 

I 

b. Increase the numbers of b. Attitudes of a few 
police patrolling the people need to change, 

streets, at the moment and give younger 

they're focusing on all people something to 

the wrong problems. do. 

c. Just wouldn't do it, c. It would have to be 

being with my friends significant .... at least 

on new years 1s way few hundred. 

too valuable d ARugby-headand 

d Yuppie farmer country-hick look, like 

e. Amaximumof$45. trackies. 
e. I'm a bit of rugby fan 

so I'd pay the going 
rate - $75. 
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Switch on the rugger! grab a Tui! 
Welcome to the world of I Massey 

Massey Men 
A nickname is an essential tool for the Massey man. BY KATE PERRY 

I 

Massey Women 
I • The ' look' - anything checked is a good start. Mole-

Welcome to the world of sheep, rugby, home
spun jerseys and ' the beer round here ' . A world 
where blokes are blokes and chicks are chiicks. 

Something connected with drinking capacity or sexual prowess 
is preferable, but a simple play on someone's surname is an 
acceptable alternative. 

Participate in blood sports - hunt, fish, play rugby. (The 
first two could, at a stretch, be optional, but an intimate knowl
edge of rugby is nothing short ofcompulsory). 

skins, boat shoes and lots of silver jewellery - bracelets, ear
rings and, of course, a fist-sized locket or fob-chain. 

Girly-girls will not fit in. Familiarise yourself with the 
game of rugby. Don't pretend- learn to love the game. 

Boyfriend- as long as he plays rugby he' ll be okay. 
Welcome, Wellington Polytech, to the world of 

Massey. Your flat must either already have been condemned, or 
is guaranteed to be condemned at some stage. 

For both sexes the ability to drink non-stop is an important 
Jkill . If you graduate with your stomach lining intact, or with a 
healthy liver, you've done something wrong. The Massey lifestyle may appear a little bizarre at first glance, 

perhaps even a little offensive, to those used to studying at our 
urban institution. You may find it difficult to adjust to the life
style, but adjust you must, for - like it or not - you are now a 
Massey student. 

Clothes maketh the man - and Canterbury clothes 
maketh the Massey man. Rugby shorts and jerseys are the 
only acceptable casual wear for around home or at the pub. For 
formal occasions, such as 21", a blazer and tie are a Massey 
must. 

, This is of course, just a brief overview of life as a 
Massey student and is not meant to be a comprehen
sive insight. Treat it as a starting point. You're a. 
Massey student now, accept it - enjoy it. Grab a Tui, 
tum on the rugby, and count a few sheep. Here are a few simple guidelines to aid in the as

similation process. 

Girlfriend - she needs to be a good chick. Must be able 
to handle her beer, enjoy the rugby and not mind if you occa
sionally vomit in, or wet, the bed. 

Millennium Madness 
BY LESLEY DOUGLAS 

Millennium. Tourism. Now 
there's a couple of words 
that have been bandied 
around a lot this year. 

Obviously, credit must be given to 
the marketing efforts of the Tourism 
Marketing Board at home and abroad. 

But really, a fiasco is how you could 
sum up all the negative "goings on" 
that have hounded the tourism indus
try this year. 

But maybe New Zealanders don't 
wantto be 'Millennium marketed', but 
have we been short-changed? 

For a few years we listened with 
anticipation to all of the Millennium 

hype, but now that the event itself is 
just six months away, it's almost a let
down. Whoever is in charge of hype 
needs to get us kiwis hyped. 

But let's take a look at the front
runners in the "where to be on New 
Year's eve" stakes. 

The Chatham Islands - the 
first inhabited place to the see the 
first ray of light that heralds the new 
Millennium. While that sounds tempt
ing, what about all the TV crews, the 
lack of accommodation and the lack 
of an invitation? And, imagine run
ning out of alcohol on New Year's Eve 
and being stuck on an island. Hmm. 

Gisborne - the first city to see 
the first ray of light that heralds the 
new Millennium. The city is going to 

go off, there is no doubt about it. The 
Millennium concert will be an amaz
ing spectacular and for just $599 you 
can book yourself a premi~e seat. 
Now if that seems a bit steep, for a 
mere $399 the c-category ticket has 
been designed for the pockets of stu
dents and peasants! Yeah right! 

What do you get for the price of 
the ticket? Twenty-three hours of en
tertainment, including a farewell 
tol999 with Split Enz, welcoming 
2000 with David Bowie and experi
encing the first light of the new Mil
lennium with Kiri Te Kanawa. You'd 
also be wanting shag-pile port-a-Joos 
for that price, wouldn't you? 

Mount Hikurangi is invite only 
so you can cross that off your list. 

Don't expect to be able to book 
accommodation - unless of course 
you won Lotto last Saturday - but 
don't let that put you off, because 
Gisborne is blessed with a beach that 
can accommodate many. Who needs 
to sleep anyway? Get hard. 

But do we even need to leave 
town? Because after all, Welling
ton will be the first Capital City to 
see the first ray of light that heralds 
the new Millennium! 

And it will all happen only four min
utes after Gisborne and 41 minutes af
ter the Chatham Is-lands. 

The person charged with co
ordinating Wellington's Millennium 
events is John Dawson, Events Pro
ducer at the Wellington City Council. 

Mr Dawson says the focus of 
Wellington's New Year's Eve cel
ebrations will be "a big community 
event on the waterfront." 

While the finer details haven't 
been finalised, i.e. who will actually 
be performing, the "glitzy" event will 
run from 9pm till 2.30-3.00am New 
Years Day. 

Taranaki Street wharf looks set 
to be the location for the festivities. 
Mr Dawson says the plan is to have 
a performing stage, a fireworks dis
play in the harbour at midnight, and 

some form of special effects and mul
timedia. The Endeavour will also make 
a guest appearance in the harbour. 

These celebrations will be part of 
a two-week festival on the water
front. Day and night entertainment is 
being planned from Boxing Day to 
January 4. 

Then again, packing up a tent, a 
few bevvies, a bit ofkai, a few mates 
and heading bush sounds good too. 

Magneto!!! 
36 pages o:E 
sleaze you can 
use 

So who's doing what? 
Magneto asked some personalities how they intend 
spending New Year's Eve 

Jenny Shipley: 
No firm decision but likely to be 

GisbomeArea Has an invitation from 
Gisborne District Council and a ten
tative approach from Ngati Porou to 
the celebrations on Mt Hikurangi with 
2000 people. Mt Hikurangi will see 
the first light a few seconds after Pitt 
Island. 

Mark Blumsky: 
Will be with family early on in the 

evening - looking at the waterfront 
festival. 

Grant Kereama: 
"Much more important to spend it 

with your kids. So we've got a mag
num of great champagne, early 1980 's 
Dom Perignon and we' ll drink that and 
watch TV, the kids will probably fall 
asleep early and we' ll sit there and 
wait for the world to end. 

We could go out on the town and 
drink, but you' re not going to get a 
baby-sitter -they'd cost $1 0,000, so 
we'd rather stay at home and enj oy 
our kids." 

Helen Clark: 
I 
j 

At midnight he will be at the Wel
lington Emergency Management Of
fice with the CEO of WCC, Gary 
Poole. He has to be on hand to sign 
the Civil Defence Declaration of 
Emergency should it be needed -
Y2K failure. 

"I have to remain sober, it 's all a 
bit of a tragedy really." 

"I am looking forward to partici
pating in New Zealand's official mil- ' 
lennium celebrations in Gisborne as 
Prime Minister of the new Labour-led 
government. It will be a time of tre
mendous optimism and renewal. The 
eyes of the world will be on Gisborne 
as the first city to greet the new mil-
lennium." 
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Wellington Polytechnic 
Student Services Tr.ust 

The need for a student services the Twilight Zone Bar, the Common able to the Board of Trustees. The 
building on the Wellington Polytech- Room and the Conference Room ( 1" Trust has four full-time and 18 part-
nic campus led in 1975 to the estab- floor). The cafe and the book centre time staff. Funding comes from a 
lishment of the WePSA Trust. It was are two services provided, but the compulsory levy, this year set at $178 
the WePSA Trust charter which paved Trust contracts these out. Another per EFT (equivalent full-time stu-
the way for the establishment of the service the Trust provides is the Pro- dent). 
Wellington Polytechnic Student Serv- Active Gym. The Trust also adminis- The Trust provides space within 
ices Trust (WPSST). ters the Devon Sutcliffe Hardship Fund its building to the StudentAssociation 

The WePSA Trust was set up to which in tum funds the foodbank. and we share reception services on 
raise the student financial contribution The Student Services Trust is a the second floor. 
toward the student services building. registered charitable trust. Our trus- So, what is the difference between 
The charter and objectives ofWePSA tees are: Wellington Polytechnic act- the Student Services Trust and the 
Trust relate to providing funds to ac- ing-president Bruce Phillipps, Welling- Student Association? The Associa-
quire buildings for recreation and study ton Polytechnic council chair Devon tion 's main role is to represent stu-
for student association members, not Sutcliffe, Finance and Audit Commit- dents. The Trust's role focuses on 
the day to day business operations. tee chair Tom Hardy, Student Asso- providing services to students in an 

The WPSST was established to ciation president Dominic Nicholls, effective and cost-efficient manner. 
provide all non-academic student student representative Matt Bryant, We are both here for the benefit of 
services. The Trust contracts with and chair of the Board of Trustees you, the student. 
Wellington Polytechnic to provide Roy Cowley, who is a senior member If you would like more informa-
these services which have a focus on of the accounting firm engaged by the tion on the services that are provided 
health, recreation and study support. Trust. This board structure provides by the trust, collect a green informa-
The Trust is based in the Student Serv- for a wide level of representation and tion sheet from the Computer Cen-
ices Building, Entrance E, Tasman enables all interested parties to have tre. We shall be distributing surveys 
Street. Services that the Trust provide a say in the direction of the Trust. in the near future where you can give 
include the Health Resource Centre, Day-to-day management of the us feedback on how well you think 
the Computer Centre, Accommoda- trust is the responsibility of the stu- we are doing within the various ar-
tionAdvice and Assistance (2nd floor); dent service manager who is account- eas ofTrust activities. 

Things that make you go grrr! 
Don't you find that it's the small things in life that can be so irritating? Like ... 

BY AROHA FLEMING 

1. People who drive around in their cars with the win
dow open and the music blaring at decibels that no sane 
human being could possibly stand. 
2. The way tomato sauce always splatters on your clothes 
no matter how carefully you try to avoid it. 
3. People that say "At the end of the day ... " 
4. The way toast never cooks when you're waiting but 
bums the instant you tum your back. 
5. Catching the bus home with noisy school children who 
don't stand up and offer their seats to old people. 
6. Companies that make you listen to a five minute re
corded message before they let you speak to an opera
tor. 
7. People who like 'Party of Five'. 
8. People who drive really slowly and then speed up when 
you try to pass them. 
9. Checkout operators who put fruit and veges in with 
tins. 
10. Shop assistants who say: "Can I help you?" beforeyou 
even get in the shop. 
11. People who wear blizzard washed jeans - still. 
12. People who say "alrighty then." 

13. People who attach mobile phones to their belt. 
14. Bartenders in upmarket bars who look at you in dis
gust when you order the house wine. 
15. People who don't say thanks when you open the door 
for them. 
16. People who have seen 'Titanic' more than once. 
17. Dogs that try to attack you when you walk down the 
street while their owner watches and says the dog is just 
being friendly. 
18. People who put the toothpaste cap back on with half 
the toothpaste coming out of the top. 
19. Getting mail for people who haven't lived at your ad
dress for the last 20 years. 
20.People who wear big puffa Tommy Hilfiger jackets. 
21. People who don't hang their washing out but leave it 
in the machine. 
22. People who leave their trolleys in the middle of the 
aisle in supermarkets. 
23. Servers at fast food joints who say "Would you like 
anything else with that? when you have finished ordering. 
24. People who do'nt know where apostrophe's go. 
25. People who say "I seen". 

~ JOIC I l 

'd 
c) 
c:;:) 
c) 
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Fine food, 
superb smoothies 
and lots of juice 

95 Victoria Street 
Wellington 
Ph: 478 17 69 
Fax: 473 1769 
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Concerned about t:he 
fut·ure with big brothe·r? 

Students have been the "branding" is consistent with that For students completing Trade programmes have (Business; Humanities and Social Sci-
• of Massey. This also includes letter- • • • • ences; Design, Fine Arts and Music), 

coming to US head, business cards and the like. certificates at Wellmgton declmed at Wellington and decisions on whether to maintain 

worried about the Polytech this semester, Polytechnic in recent particular programmes will be deter-

impact of the When will the museum do they qualify with a years. Will Wellington ~ined by a number of factors in~lud- . 
' • mg whether or not they have viable 

Massey merger. currently under renova- Massey or a Polytech still have access to trades student numbers. 

· Here are the tion, be likely to open? certificate? courses? 
answers to some Of It i_s anticipated that it will open If the qualification ha_s n~t been Massey, Wellington P?lytechnic If after a review, a 
the most commonl around the middle of the year 2000. awardedbythePolytechnicpnorto 1 andHuttValleyPolytechn1chavene- • • • 

Y A II th c 11 f D July students will receive a Massey gotiated an agreement to ensure that programme IS d1scontin-• s we as e new o ege o e- , 
asked questions sign, Fine Arts and Music, it will also University certificate endorsed to students have access to the provision ued, what will happen? 

provide for the campus/Regional Ad- show that the programme of study to of viable trade programmes in the Students will be able to complete 
ministration (ie Office of the Regional which it refers was undertaken via Wellington area. Whitereia Commu- the qualifications in which they are 

What is Wellington Principal, Mr Bruce Phillipps) and Wellington Polytechnic: nity Polytechnic has also expressed enrolled, provided they are continu-
Polytech going to be parts of at least one other College. strong interest in providing these pro- ously enrolled and complete the quali-

called? For those students who grammes. fication in the prescribed time. Stu-
. Wh twill h t h If . dents who have partially completed a 

a appen O ave completed ha their Will 11 t · bl coursebutwhoarenotenrolledonthe 
It_~m (together ~i~ the former WePSA? course, will their 'credit ~ curren Via e. date the course is discontinued, will 

Dorrumon Museum bmldrng) be called We will give ourselves a new t d t , b t t· 11 Wellington Polytechmc be entitled to enrol in a similar course 
"M u · ·ty tWi Ir gt ,, o a e e au oma 1ca y . 

assey mversi a e m on or name. Other than that, there will be ~ d M programmes be mam- at the University, with credit for work 
''th~ Wel_lington Campus" ( of~assey no change. We are still here to repre- trans1.erre to a assey t . d? already undertaken. It is expected that 
Umversity). Students of Wellmgton sent the students of this institution. In qualification? ailneth · t ·tu t· th those courses which are not viable or 
Polytechnic will become students of . . . n e pos -merger s1 a ion, e . . . . 

. . addition to our own StudentAssoc1a- Yes - the ' credit to date' will re- U . ·ty ill tbe akin d . . do not fit readily mto the Umvers1ty Massey Umvers1ty . ruvers1 w no m g ec1s10ns . . . . 
· t10n, there has been_ the for~ation of main with the qualification, which will about whether or not to retain particu- mix ~111 contmue to be offered. m 

the MUSA Federat10n, which act as from I July become a Massey Uni- larly programmes sim 1 on the basis Wellmgton under arrangements with 
Will the colour and an '~b~ella' associatio? for separate vers!ty qualification. S~dents will not of the organisation in iJch they were other local providers. 

signage at the Polytech assoc1at10_ns_ based on different cam- ~ d1sadv~tage~ by ~s ch'.111~e-they previously offered. Rather, the man
puses. This 1s so all Massey students will contmue with their ex1stmg pro- agement of academic programmes 

be ~hange~? can hav_e the best representation on gramme of study but via a new insti- will reside with the University Colleges 
S1gnage will be replaced so that academic boards. tution. 

warm up in winter with 

FREE 
SOUP 
EVERY 

WEDNESDAY 

OUTSIDE THE 
LIBRARY 
12: 15 pm 

Provided by Wepsa, your 
Students Association 

WE NEED 

What with the merger, WePSA needs a new name. So 
far we have been unable to agree on one. 
Several variations which incorperate the identity of our 
campus and Massey have been thrown around so far 
including: 

MUSAW 
MUWCSA 
MaWSA 

MUSAwgtn 
SAMW 

If anyone has any other suggestions they will be grate
fully appreciated. We have until the 1st of July to get it to 

Dec 22 - Jan 19 
Get out and about this month and do something for 

charity. Sell an organ - that way you do a good deed 
and make money. Sell your story to the papers and 
you're set for the future. You may be short of cash at 
the end of the month so try and make some rich friends 
before then. Keep away from love this month it will 
end up in a sticky mess in more ways than one. 

THE STUDENT CAFE 

STUDENT TRANSPORT 
$$$$$ SAVER $$$$$ 

We are always c~anging. Our aim is to exceed your expectations 
with our wild, creative sensations. 

From 

WAINUIOMATA 
to 

WELLINGTON POLYTECHNIC 
Via Waterloo and Petone Railway Station 

including Jackson Street 

Please phone Mel: 
(04) 802 0060 

page 32 

Pasta pizza pie, chips, dips, coffee, tea, 
and the latest in new generation beverages. 

So try it, but it and don't be afraid to be thrilled by our 
friendly new age staff. 

KICKBACK CAFE 

Come to Kickback, in th_e upstairs common room for a 
cappuccino. 

And watch out for our weekly specials. 
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Rubb~r balls makes the big 
calls on·· H·art's Boys 

Virgo 
form when it suits him, hey what team 
does Dylan Mika play for? The only 
time I heard his name mentioned dur
ing the Super 12 was when he got sent 
off. 

What's Ridge doing, first he touches 
a ref then he takes a liking to his own 
countrymen's face, who's next, one 
of the two warriors fans left in the 
world, what an inspirational leader he 

can't bet with your flatmates when 
they're not listening - thats what I 
do. 

August 23-Sept 22 
Try to find a big red circle with a 

blue H, kiss it and this will bring you 
luck. Then enter as many competi
tions as you can, ring all those you've 
had a crush on, and ask for that grade: 
increase. It will happen. 

What's Craig Innes done to de
serve New Zealand 'A' selection? 
John Hart must've picked Innes on his 
1991 All Black form. Didn't Hart 
watch the three games Innes played 
for the Auckland Blues; he must have 
spent all his time at the beer stand buy
ing drinks for Norm Hewitt. 

. ' IS. 

Does anyone know where Sonny 
off What Becomes of the Broken 
Hearted came from? 

BY RUBBER BALLS It was a good call promoting Mat
thew Hart to open the batting from 
Steve Rixon, Hart lasted two balls, 
probably one more than Matt Horne 
would've though. 

PS: Has anyone recieved their 
student allowance yet? 

What a month eh? There were 
some notable highlights; the mighty 
Star Wars prequel was released along 
with What becomes of those who 
farted . 

On the sporting front, John Hart 
chose some form players for the All 
Blacks, the Black Caps did well to 
make the super sixes at the world cup 
and the Warriors did even better get
ting two competition points- from a 
bye. 

John Hart said he'd pick on 
form ... again! So then where's Rhys 
Duggan, Reuben Thorne and Norm 
Berryman! Ah well, they're not in the 
All Blacks. Hart seems to pick on 

What's Robin Brooke done? I 
haven't got enough room to slag off 
Robin Brooke so I'll make it brief; 
Does he ever go to a ruck or maul? I 
think he only goes to scrums because 
the rules say he has to, he probably 
spent more ti.rile in the Blues backline 
than Craig Innes, bring on Norm 
Maxwell!! 

Well I never, Jake the Mus has be
come a PUSSY, he should change his 
name to Jake the Pus. Jake was the 
hardest man in the galaxy, barring 
Chewbacca, now he drives a Honda, 
goes to pussy pubs and says please, 
he should go back to Shortland Street 
or that boat he crashed in Speed 2, 
man ... . 

I bet ya McKenzieChoate scares 
more people than him. Alright that's 
it from the Balls this month. I've left On a more serious note, I put my

self through the painful experience of you with some hot tips that are bound 
watching the Telephone Warriors play. to win you money if you can find 

someone offering any odds. If you 

SYDNEY . ••••••..... .- •••• $514.00 
BRISBANE.. .. . • • • • • .. .. . • • . • • $529 .. 00 
MEL&OURNE. • • • . . . . . . • • • • $529 .00 
NADI. . .. • .......... ., . . .. . . $1030.00 
BAU. . . • • .. . • • • • • • . • . . . . . $999 .00 
HONG KONG. .. . . • . . • • .. .. $1195.00 
KUALA WMPUR. . . . . • .• • • • $1194.00 
TOKYO. • .. • . • • . . .. .. • • . .. • • $1128 .. 00 
SINGAP<>RE. • • . . . . . . • • • • • $979 .00 

Subjeet to avsiability. special UM'rna & oonditions apply. E.Jdudea dap~e texaa. No boolclng fees apply' 

Sfvt:letif Dorr1~f1c., fay~ 
AUCKIA.ND • ...•..••••••... $99.00 
NELS.oN . •••••••.....••••• $76.00 
CHRISTCHURCH •••••.••.•..• $69 .00 
DUNEDIN. • . . • • • • • • . . . . . . $148.00 

QUEENSTOWN•. • • • . . $148.00 
INVERCARGIU. • ...••• $171.00 
&qecl lo EWellablllly.; Only available on B.Sl5igned flights by Anaetl New Zealand. 
"One night 13topaver In Chrisk:burch raquired. Musi hava ISIC Cs.rd 

ISIC C~RD 
SUCH A BIG CARD FOR SUCH A SMALL PRICE 

For only $17 .00, this card gives you access to the world & mote 
.h 0800 STUDENT Cn,Ce~ay Ploce reep One · .. _ . . i I . · . . & Taranakl S1reet, 

0 8 0 0 7 8 8 3 3 6 8 Wellington 

•Ui1·iiiti 

BEYOND 
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Libra 
Sept 23- Oct 22 

A friend will come to you with al 
terrible secret, make sure you don ' tl 
tell anyone except the papers. This 
way you can oecome famous for do
ing nothing. Your friend will stop talk
ing to you but hey, you' re both famous 
so they' II thank you in the long run. 

Karate kid and 
rugby head 

BY LESLEY DO.UGLAS 

He's a "rugby head", she's a "karate kid". He's 
aged 33, she's aged 18. He's played representative 
sport for years, she 's got years of representative 
sport ahead of her. 

While there might be a 15-year age gap between 
them, being successful in their chosen sports is some
thing these two Wellington Polytechnic Exercise 
Science students have in common. 

Sandy Maniapoto and Lisa Gembitsky are both 
in their first year of the two-year Diploma. 

Lisa has been practising karate for six years and 
· hopes to gain her 'black belt; in a month. "I want to 

be like Van Damme," said Lisa with a grin. She has 
held various regional and national titl.es, and is now a 
member of the New Zealand squad. 

Her best moment in the sport came in April this 
year when she competed at the Australian Open. 
She beat competitors from 12 countries to win one 
grade and come third in another. 

Karate is not a sport that receives a lot of cover
age - how many of you have heard the terms 
'Sensei ' (coach), ' lppon' or 'wazari' (full and half 
points in scoring)? 

Lisa says a "kick to the face" could score a full 
point-three full points or six half points are needed 
to win a two minute fight. 

Funding for Karate is limited. In order to com
pete for her Wainuiomata club in Australia, Lisa had 
to fund raise. She also received graJ1ts from the 
Wainuiomata community. 

Lisa will compete at the nationals in July, and 
hopes to be selected for the Oceania competition to 
be held in Wellington in September. 

Sandy has played a lot of rugby overseas. His 
rugby career has taken him to Scotland, Wales, 
America and Australia. 

He learnt the technique of propping from former 
All Blacks Richard Loe and Graham Purvis, while 
playing representative rugby for Waikato. 

"Me a young man - the buzz of packi11g down 
against those two blokes." Sandy says it was his 
best moment in rugby. · 

While they were his biggest influences in the 
game, they also kept him out of the number one team, 
which led to Sandy's decision to play overseas . 

For the time being Sandy is having a break from 
rugby, preferring to put his efforts into his studies. 
He wants to "put the boots back on" at some stage. 
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Like his namesake, Andrew Jones 
has New Zealand sporting honours. 
Not in the media-saturated sport of 
cricket, but in the minority sport of 
underwater hockey. 

BY GLEN CROFSKY 

surface, with players timing their swim 
and duck dive to attack or defend the 

" 
puck, which is flicked along the bot

This very obscure, but highly tom of the pool. 
skilled sport combines teamwork and 
tactics with water skills. 

Watching a video replay of a game 
is like watching some bizarre under
water fight. Players are continually 
going up and down from the surface 
to the bottom, twisting like otters and 
churning clear pool water into an an
gry mess of bubbles. 

Weird? .. maybe. Odd? ... prob
ably. Unusual. .. definitely! But then 
again, no more so than chasing a pig
skin around a paddock or slapping 
shuttlecocks with catgut. 

Jones (AJ) says underwater 
hockey is basically simple. "You've 
just got to get the puck from one end 
of the pool to score at the other." 

The pool is two metres deep and 
the court is 20 - 25 metres by 10- 15 
metres, with six players per team in 
the pool at any one time and four subs 
waiting on the side. 

Most of the game is spent on the 
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Players need a combination of 
anaerobic and aerobic fitness, rather 
than having lungs likeAquaman. 

"Quick recovery is better than be
ing able to hold your breath for a Jong 
time. Staying down for 20 seconds 
would be a long time ... it's all about 
speed under water and timing." 

Now Where did I leave that crayfish? 

Underwater hockey is officially 
non-contact, but can be as rough as 
guts. Essential skills include learning 
positional play and reading the game, 
as well as the knack of 

shop. The latex covered gloves are 
needed to stop your fingers getting 
bashed or sliced on the bottom of the 
pool. 

Surprisingly, the sport causes few 
injuries - the most common is bruised 
fingers. There are no impact injuries 
such as shin splints or ankle injuries. 

keeping hips on the bottom 
of the pool. Your eardrums can pop as a player 

rushes past. 

However, veterans can 
sport scarred cheeks from be
ing kicked in the face and hav-

nia, where 36 teams from 15 coun
tries competed. The New Zealand 
men were seeded second, but came 
out fourth. 

"Its pretty full-on", ing the mask split their faces. 

"We only lost once in pool play to 
France by one goal, and then lost the 
semi and third-fourth play-off, which 
was a bit of a bugger." 

says AJ. "A good tactic is to turn and 
protect the puck, and if you connect 
( with the other player's face) then that 
is a bonus." 

AJ enthusiastically drags out a 
large black gear bag. First to attract 
attention are strange gloves resembling 
something from a horror costume 

Then there's the mask and snor
kel, free dive fins, a little curved stick 
and an odd cap with ear protectors. 

AJ's sole hockey scar is on his 
chin, from hitting his face on the bot
tom of the pool. "You have to be pretty 
unlucky or stupid to get injured." 

AJ had a great time, taking the 
chance to explore North America af
ter the tournament. 

"Your eardrums can pop as a 
player rushes past- and that could be 
bad." 

"You make good friends from 
Last year AJ went to the World overseas teams and see a lot of the 

Championships in San Jose, Califor- same players each time you go." 

Rock'n and Climb'n 
BY LESLEY DOUGLAS 

Winter's arrived - it's wet, cold and for a 
lot of sports bunnies the great outdoors is los
ing some of its appeal. 

Fear not fitness gurus, there 's no need to 
despair because Wellington offers a 'happen
ing' sport that doesn't cost too much, and best 
ofall it doesn't involve getting cold or wet. 

Indoor rock climbing has been huge in the 
USA and Europe for the last 10 to 15 years, 
and is now be-
coming 
popular in 
New Zea
land. 

Welling
ton has two 
indoor rock 
climbing 
centres: 

necessary, and all the gear is provided. 
Beginners start on slabs (walls that lean 

backwards), with large holes that make climb
ing easy. Instruction and supervision also pro
vided. 

Climbing then becomes increasingly diffi
cult with various walls, hole sizes and routes 
that cater to experience levels. 

One of Wellington's top indoor rock climb
ers, Steve Conn, climbs up to five times a week 
and one seeion can take six hours .. 

While he says that, given the choice, he 
would go outdoor climbing be
cause "it is harder and the 
holes aren't small enough in
doors," indoor climbing suits 
his work commitments and 
the weather conditions. 

Operating for nearly two 
years, Ferg's Rock 'N' 
Kayak also has several 
routes or grades of difficulty. 
They will host this year's 
Wellington regional indoor 
climbing competition on Au
gust 28 and 29. 

Like Hangdog, their main 
market is school and commu
nity groups - especially near 
the end of the year. They° 
see corporate team-building a 
potential market. 

Hangdog 
Indoor Rock 
Climbing 
Cavern in 
Lower Hutt, 
and Olympic 
kayaking 
gold-medal-
1 ist Ian 
Ferguson's 
centre, 
Ferg'sRock 
'N' Kayak 
at Queens 
Wharf. 

Hanging around at Hang Dog, 
climbers beware of the decor. 

"Just tum up in casual 
gear, learn the ropes in five 
minutes, work in pairs and 
you 're indoor rock climbing," 

Hangdog, who celebrate their first birthday 
next month, have New Zealand's highest in
door climbing wall at 16 metres. 

He says anyone can climb. Experience isn't 

says Ferg's Rock 'N' Kayak 
manager, Ian Bowie. 

Hangdog Indoor Rock Climbing Cavern of
fers a student rate and Ferg's Rock 'N' Kayak 
has a discounted student night on Tuesdays. 
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Crazy crazy crazy!!!! ------

BYJIMCHIPP 
Every year, early on Saturday of 

the second weekend in May, a large 
group of strangely dressed people 
gather near Eastbourne wharf for 
the Crazyman. 

They all wear bright 
polypropylene and lycra. Their cars 
are festooned with kayaks, paddles, 
racing bikes and mountain bikes. In 
almost a parody of Robin Judkins ' 
Speights Coast to Coast they will 
race over the next two days on foot, 
by bike and kayak from Eastbourne 
waterfront to the Titahi Bay water
front of Porirua Harbour - the long 
way. 

Some of these people are house
hold names like 1994 winner Steve 
Gurney, then a professional 
multisporter and last year's winner 
Jonathon Wyatt, now better known 
as the world mountain running 
champion. Others are everyday peo
ple giving an unusual challenge a go. 

Eastbourne's Fiona Clendon says 
she does it "for the fun and the 
challenge . . .I thoroughly enjoyed it 
and it's good because it's local". 

It wasn't local for indivdual com
petitor DarrenAinsley of Cromwell, 
or Stephen Timmings who travelled 
from KeriKeri to compete in the 
teams section. "It's more fun to do 
it in a team, individuallly it's boring," 
he says. 

M k
. . ··Hevk te11asdcome on, wait up" 

aungara 1 via Kor6: oro an 
Belmont Regional Park, a road bike 
to Pauatahanui via Paekakariki Hill, a 
kayak to Porirua and final mountain 
bike around Titahi Bay. 

This year the race ran over the 
weekend of May 15-16 and Welling
ton's uncharacteristic Indian summer 
paused for the weekend to keep eve
rybody wet, blow them off their bikes 
and tip them out of their kayaks. 

In the individual men,Al Cross led 
his training partner and coach John 
Cussins from the start to finish in a 
time of 8 hours 41 minutes 16 sec
onds. 

PHOTO BY JIM CHIPP 

On the crazy bike leg 

Mixed team - Orienteer Antonia 
Wood's Team ACC in 8 hours 14 min-

Polytech 
Basketball 

BY CEINWIN PARISH 

A Polytechnic social basketball 
team, which started playing together 
just four weeks ago, has the potential 
to win the men 's corporate league 
competition, says coach Dallas 
Spence. 

Last year's team won the compe
tition, and Spence is optimistic that this 
year's team has what it takes. The 
team has a core of eight players which 
includes standout players Chris 
Mitchell at Point Guard and Henry 
Wulf at Forward. 

It is a mix of Wulf's aggressive 
style and Mitchell's superior fitness 
that has seen the team win half their 
games this season. 

Is it an air ball? 
the basics to avoid disappointment -
as illustrated in their recent loss to St 
Pats. 

From an original pool of20 play
ers, the team has siphoned down to 
the more manageable number of eight. 
Spence is hoping to keep this team 
together for at least two years to de
velop a good competitive side. 

Spence says he plays the other Ifyou'dliketotryoutfortheteam, 
team members around these guys, so contact Matt Davies at WePSA. The 

everyone gets a turn in the game. 

He says that although the players 
are all experienced, and enjoy "all the 
fancy stuff'', they need to return to 

team practices on Monday nights at 
Wellington High School Gym and they 
play Tuesday Night League at the 
Wellington Show Buildings. 

Indoor fun for all 
BY DAVE CRAMPTON 

The race begins with an uphill run 
to Wainuiomata via Butterfly Creek, 
followed by an even steeper moun
tain bike to Hutt's river bank carpark 
via Stokes Valley, and a kayak to the 
finish at Petone's Sladden Park. 

Noted runner, duathlete and 
triathlete Jill Westenra led through the 
first run ahead of Penny Edwards, 
but was soon overtaken on the moun
tain bike. Edwards led Westenra until 
close to the end of the last paddle when 
she capsized her kayak in the Porirua 
Harbour chop. Westenra went on to 
win the race in a time of 10 hours 8 
minutes 33 seconds. 

utes 58 seconds. Wellington will soon have the larg
Women 'steam - Lady Lushes in est indoor cricket and netball centre 

11 hours 40 minutes 35 seconds. in the country. 
Men's team - Team Tom Ehlen 7 

It resumes on the second day 
with another uphill run to 

John Pullar won the veteran men's 
section in 10 hours 39 minutes 25 sec
onds. 

Team winners were: -

hours 49 minutes 4 seconds. 

Drivin', hittin' and a 
wingin' 

BY SHERYL FLAY 

Are you bored with your life? 
Stressed out with assignments? Had 
a fight with your girlfriend? Or 
maybe your boyfriend is cheating on 
you. Then Tawa Driving Range is 
the perfect place to release some 
tension. 

Recent expansions at the range 
include a softball pitching machine 
and two cricket bowling machines, 
imported from America. Manager 
David Wilson says the aim was to 
provide something different and 
there has already been a lot of in
terest shown. 

The machines, ideal for athletes 
wanting to practice or for those who 
just want to try something new, were 
installed five weeks ago. As a pub
lic facility, the $60 000 set up is a 
first for the Wellington region. 

Wellington cricket coach Vaughn 
Johnson believes that although bowl
ing machines serve a purpose for 
season training, they are too uniform 
to benefit players when faced with 

-_.!.;;.· ... 

Hey, did anyone see where that ball went? 
different bowling techniques. "I am a erable but is not essential. "It was 
big believer in natural bowlers bowl- definitely fun. I'd do it again to
ing to batsman . . . the player becomes morrow," he says. 
a bit robotic." 

The price for both the machines 
Bowling machines however, are and the driving range is $10 for l 00 

fine for fault identification and work- balls. 
ing on technique, he says. 

And if cricket or softball isn't 
Wellington Polytechnic student your thing take a golf ball, think of 

Cameron Gray, who has never played your ex and aim to hit the sucker 
softball, trialled the new equipment and 240m. If nothing else, it is liberat
says that experience would be pref- ing. 

Magneto 14 June 1999 

Wellington Indoor Sports (WIS) is 
building another court at Newtown 's ~ -'liall 
Wellington Indoor Sports Centre later 
this year, increasing the number of ' , 
courts to eight. 

WIS director Nick Bailey says the 

growth of indoor sport means another LQf N N iW'i'MJ ~ 
court is necessary. Over 4500 people 
play in 430 teams every week. Three
quarters of them play netball. He says 
it is difficult to schedule all the teams 
in with the limited number of courts 
available. 

Because the Sports Centre has no 
soccer pitch, they administer a league 
at the Queens Wharf Events Centre 
three days a week, along with some 
volleyball and netball games. 

Three courts were built a year ago, 
completed just 24 hours before a na
tional netball tournament. With these 
three courts at Queens Wharf, WIS 

Aquarius 
Jan 21 - Feb 19 

You may wish to run an experi
ment this month. A genetically modi
fied Brad Pitt/ Jennifer Aniston may 
be a little controversial but very popu
lar. However, watch out if you bring 
a date home, they may run off with 
the gorgeous replication. 

Watch those muscles -
indoor netball is notorious 
for pulling them. 

will have twice as many courts as the 
Petone Indoor Sports Centre. 

Students receive a one dollar dis
count and teams play in a competition 
on regular nights. 

- Registrations are currently being 
taken for the winter season at the 
Queens Wharf Events Centre. This 
includes lunchtime leagues . 
Newtown's league starts on July 12. 

Pisces 
Feb 20 - Mar 30 

Pisces who do not believe in the 
truth of the astrologer will soon real
ise they should have been a believer. 
Pisces is real, watch out or you will 
become a fish (if you do, make sure 
you sell us the photos). If you do be
lieve, great happiness awaits you. 
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PHOTOS BY MARC WEAKLEY 

Consistently one of Wellington's best surfers, ex-world backstroke champion Gary Burring gets covered up at 'propellers.' Nearby, shallow rocks make this 
80 metre right hand break one of the heaviest, and least crowded waves on the South Coast. (Inset below) Novice Richie Gifford is about to find out what sand 

tastes like. He wipes out on a 'wave of the day' at Lyall Bay's 'comer.' Surfers praised the bitter southerlies that whipped up the best swell of the winter last week. 

Varsity Girls wait fo 
Man - United ca·11 up 

Magneto reporter and long
time soccer fanatic Peter Thorley 
takes in his first game of women's 
soccer. 

When two Varsity teams went 
head-to-head recently at Kelburn 
Park it brought out the best in 
both teams. The losers even scored 

The pace wasn 't fast, the level of skill not 
threatening to Manchester United but it's rare 
to see a defeated soccer team leave the field 
in such a good mood. 

Kirsty Jarmulski , watched by her captain Rebecca O'Rourke, about to clear the ball 
under pressure from (left to right)Amy Watson , Claire Noble and Leah Russell. 

.J 

Varsity Old Girls aren 't. Their 
average age is 23 and soccer, as 
well as providing them with sport, 
also provides a lot of 'bonding' 
opportunities. 

The aim is to have fun, says 
Old Girls captain Lynda Duncan. 
Her team lost its game against top
of-the-table University A, 3-1, but 
it wasn' t obvious after the game. 

"We're just so happy we got a 
goal," says Duncan, "They had 
more experienced strikers than us, 
and it showed." 

"It's our first season together 
as a team and some of our play
ers are new to the game, so we're 
not expecting to win the league 
this year, it's more of a social 
thing." 

Old Girls are one of the 32 
teams playing league soccer in 
Wellington on the weekends. Add 
this to 56 high school and at least 
the same number of junior teams 
and you 've got a very popular 
sport. 

Carmen Christianson who 
plays goalkeeper for Old Girls 
says it's a bit of a laugh. 

"It's not serious, not everyone 
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The captains clash. 
Rebecca O'Rourke 
takes on Lynda 
Duncan. 

practices." 
Although the rules are the same 

it's amusing the players call "man 
on" - when the opposition are clos
ing in. 

"It's early days in the season but 
we're confident were going to 
eventually shatter a few egos". 




